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PREFACE: THE MOST MAGNIFICENT WAY 

 

―I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.‖ 

- Jesus, John 10:10 (NIV) 

 

“Self-help” books abound – books that promise to reveal the “secrets 

of success” that we need, giving us the keys to personal wholeness, 

healthy marriage and family, business success… the list goes on.  

Many of these are very helpful, as they give us the opportunity to 

learn from those who have “gone ahead of us” and succeeded in that 

arena of life. 

 

This book looks at a man who lived and taught a way of life that was 

so inspiring, so vibrant and so compelling, that people from all walks 

of life completely abandoned their ways of living and embraced his.  

As these people lived out their magnificently transformed lives in 

community, a new faith-based culture emerged.  Initially called “The 

Way”, it spread across the known world like a wild fire. 

The man is Jesus Christ, and “The Way” later became known as 

“Christianity”. 

Sadly, in the eyes (and experience) of many today, Christianity is 

little more than a religion – a belief system with associated values, 

traditions and rules.  Many who call themselves “Christians” are not 

living inspiring, vibrant and compelling lives – they are trying to live 

good lives, but they are not living this most magnificent way. 

 

This book takes a fresh look at Jesus, at some of the magnificent 

ways of living that he taught and demonstrated.  As we do so, we will 

not only discover some magnificent new ways, we will be able to 

take steps to experience the incredible life that he came to bring us. 
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INTRODUCTION: A RADICAL TRANSFORMATION 

 

As we examine what Jesus said and did, it quickly becomes clear that 

he was not “just another rabbi” (Jewish teacher).  He did not present 

an “improved Judaism”.  He did not bring “additional wisdom”.  He 

presented something far more dramatic and profound – a completely 

transformed life. 

A prime example of this message is found in John‟s gospel, where 

we read of a meeting between Jesus and a prominent Jewish leader: 

There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who 

was a Pharisee. After dark one evening, he came to speak with 

Jesus. 

―Rabbi,‖ he said, ―we all know that God has sent you to teach us. 

Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.‖ 

Jesus replied, ―I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you 

cannot see the Kingdom of God.‖ 

―What do you mean?‖ exclaimed Nicodemus. ―How can an old 

man go back into his mother‘s womb and be born again?‖ 

Jesus replied, ―I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God 

without being born of water and the Spirit.  Humans can reproduce 

only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.  So 

don‘t be surprised when I say, ‗You must be born again.‘  The wind 

blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can‘t 

tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can‘t explain 

how people are born of the Spirit.‖ 

- John 3:1-8 (NLT) 

Nicodemus came to Jesus to learn from a gifted teacher.  He 

probably anticipated an interesting evening discussing the Jewish 

Law and its related traditions.  But Jesus turned the conversation on 

its head with this radical statement: 

―I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the 

Kingdom of God.‖ 
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This mystified Nicodemus; as far as he knew, people were only born 

once!  How could he be born again? 

Jesus explained: the required new birth is not a physical one, but a 

spiritual one.  The Spirit of God needs to bring about a spiritual 

birth.  It‟s a mysterious event, something beyond our human 

understanding, but it‟s an event that must take place in order for us to 

experience the transformed life that God has for us. 

The expression “born again” has been widely misunderstood and 

even used as a label for certain groups of Christians. But Jesus taught 

that this is what needs to happen to anyone if they want to experience 

the life he came to bring. 

 

The new birth brings about a new life and a new identity.  John 

explains it like this: 

―...to all who believed him [Jesus] and accepted him, he gave the 

right to become children of God.  They are reborn – not with a 

physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth 

that comes from God.‖ 

- John 1:12-13 (NLT) 

This spiritual rebirth begins a new life with the new identity of “child 

of God”.  One could say that our “spiritual genetics” change, as 

something of the life of God is imparted to us.  A brand new life 

begins, with “God-genes” infused with ours.  This inner change soon 

begins to show outwardly – because as God‟s children, we grow up 

to look like our Heavenly Father. 

 

What Jesus offers us is not a better religion, a better philosophy 

or a better set of rules – he offers us a brand new beginning and 

a brand new life! 

In view of this, we dare not come to Jesus with moderate 

expectations – such as seeking to learn some new ideas that will 

“improve” our lives.  We need to come with wide-open hearts and 

minds, seeking the way to a new, radically transformed life! 
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As you explore the magnificent way of Jesus, you may sometimes 

feel a little like Nicodemus did.  Some things Jesus will present to 

you may sound too different, too radical... even impossible.  This is 

because this magnificent way is only possible when we experience 

the new birth that Jesus offers us – and then embrace the new life that 

he makes possible for us. 

If you have yet to experience the miracle of “spiritual rebirth”, know 

that it is available to you – as John put it, “...to all who believed him 

and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

For some readers, today may be the very day that you choose to stop 

doubting, to believe in Jesus, and to receive his gift of new life.  For 

others, this book may give you a clearer view of Jesus, so that you 

can put your faith in him.  For others, this will be the time when you 

make a decision to live out the magnificent new life that Jesus has 

made possible for you. 

 

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, open your heart and mind 

as you read on – and allow Jesus to inspire you to live a life that is 

truly magnificent!
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GOD: “UP CLOSE AND 
PERSONAL” 

 

 

 

The Most Magnificent Way begins  

with a magnificent relationship  

with a magnificent God.   
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1:  God is With Us 

 

John's gospel begins with some mind-bending statements: 

In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 

...The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life 

brought light to everyone. 

...the Word became human and made his home among us. He was 

full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, 

the glory of the Father‘s one and only Son. 

 - John 1:1, 4, 14 (NLT) 

Matthew‟s gospel recalls this prophecy of Isaiah, proclaimed some 

700 years before Jesus‟ birth: 

All of this occurred to fulfil the Lord‘s message through his 

prophet:  ―Look!  The virgin will conceive a child!  She will give 

birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‗God 

is with us.‘‖ 

 - Matthew 1:22-23 (NLT) 

 

The theological term for this outrageous act of God is “incarnation” 

– God taking on flesh.  Somehow, God entered our world “in the 

flesh”, taking on human flesh and blood.  The invisible and 

intangible became visible and tangible. 

God came to live with man! 

Some struggle with the thought of God wanting to relate to us 

personally.  We see him as “God out there somewhere”, or “the man 

upstairs”, distant and impersonal.  God is surely too big, too glorious 

and too holy to possibly want to get “up close and personal” with us. 

But he did. 
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And this was not a “once-off event” that one group of people at one 

time experienced.  Jesus did not ascend into heaven thinking “Phew, 

at last that‘s over... I‟ve had enough of being with humans for all 

eternity!”  Matthew records these parting words of Jesus: 

―...be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.‖ 

- Matthew 28:20 (NLT) 

John records Jesus praying for future believers before going to the 

cross: 

―My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 

believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, 

Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in 

us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.‖ 

- John 17:20-21 (NIV) 

It is God‟s desire to be “God with us”.  He does not want to be “God 

with them” (with a select few), but “God with all of us” – including 

you and I!  God wants to be present and actively engaged in our 

lives.  ―The most magnificent way‖ is a life lived in personal 

relationship with God himself.  No wonder it‟s magnificent!! 

 

Have you ever wondered why Jesus lived 30 obscure years as a 

carpenter‟s son before beginning his famous “public ministry”?  In 

the book of Hebrews, we find a profound reason: 

So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered 

heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. 

This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced 

all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. So let us come 

boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his 

mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most. 

- Hebrews 4:14-16 (NLT) 
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Jesus lived an “ordinary human life” so that he can fully identify 

with how it feels to be human.  You could say that he “walked in our 

shoes”.  So when life gets tough and we cry out for help, we don‟t 

have to explain our stresses to God – he understands! 

 

When we realise that God wants to be with us this much, we 

approach him differently.  We know that we matter to him, so we 

don‟t have to beg for his attention, or follow rituals to earn his 

attention – he wants to enjoy our company!  So we pray with greater 

confidence and freedom, knowing that he wants to hear from us. 

When we realise that God has “walked in our shoes”, we realise that 

we can come to him with complete honesty.  We present our 

struggles to him knowing that he completely understands them.  We 

also present them to him with faith, because he has won these same 

battles – he knows how to win our battles! 

When we realise that God wants to be with us, we also gain a greater 

self-image.  If we matter to God this much, that surely makes us 

significant!  People may devalue us and reject us, but God wants a 

relationship with us!  If you feel unworthy or undeserving, consider 

this: he came to earth before we did anything to „earn‟ his visit; this 

was all his idea!  So we can “walk with our heads held high” – God 

has declared us significant! 

 

God wants to be with you!  Embrace, explore and enjoy the 

relationship!  And walk with your head high, for you are highly 

valued by God! 
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2:  God is Father 

 

―...to all who believed him [Jesus] and accepted him, he gave the 

right to become children of God.  They are reborn – not with a 

physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth 

that comes from God.‖ 

- John 1:12-13 (NLT) 

―When you pray, don‘t babble on and on as people of other 

religions do... Don‘t be like them, for your Father knows exactly 

what you need even before you ask him!‖ 

- Matthew 6:7-8 (NLT) 

 

Different people view God in many different ways.  Some definitions 

are: „the creator of the universe‟, „a being of ultimate Oneness with 

infinite expressions‟, „higher consciousness‟, „enlightenment‟, even 

„the unknowable one‟. 

Jesus presented him as Father. 

“Father” is a powerful relational word!  Not only does God choose to 

be in a relationship with us, he chooses a father-child relationship. 

The parable of the lost son is a powerful portrayal of God the Father: 

Jesus told them this story: ―A man had two sons.  The younger son 

told his father, ‗I want my share of your estate now before you die.‘ 

So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons. 

―A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and 

moved to a distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild 

living.  About the time his money ran out, a great famine swept 

over the land, and he began to starve.  He persuaded a local 

farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the 

pigs.  The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was 

feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything. 
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―When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‗At home 

even the hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am 

dying of hunger!  I will go home to my father and say, ―Father, I 

have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer 

worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired 

servant.‖‘ 

―So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long 

way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and 

compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him.  His 

son said to him, ‗Father, I have sinned against both heaven and 

you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.‘ 

―But his father said to the servants, ‗Quick! Bring the finest robe in 

the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals 

for his feet.  And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must 

celebrate with a feast, for this son of mine was dead and has now 

returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.‘ So the party 

began. 

―Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he 

returned home, he heard music and dancing in the house, and he 

asked one of the servants what was going on.  ‗Your brother is 

back,‘ he was told, ‗and your father has killed the fattened calf. We 

are celebrating because of his safe return.‘ ―The older brother was 

angry and wouldn‘t go in. His father came out and begged him, but 

he replied, ‗All these years I‘ve slaved for you and never once 

refused to do a single thing you told me to. And in all that time you 

never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends.  Yet 

when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money 

on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the fattened calf!‘ 

―His father said to him, ‗Look, dear son, you have always stayed 

by me, and everything I have is yours.  We had to celebrate this 

happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to life! 

He was lost, but now he is found!‘‖ 

 - Luke 15:11-32 (NLT) 
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In this story, Jesus presents a vivid picture of a gracious, loving 

father – and of two sons who failed to appreciate and enjoy him.  The 

elder son saw the father as a mean task-master and withdrew from 

him inwardly/relationally, even though he remained physically 

present.  The younger son saw a truly good man, but he only cared 

about himself.  He withdrew outwardly, treating his father with 

shocking disrespect (in their culture) by effectively disowning him 

and choosing to live his life his way. 

Yet, in spite of everything that the sons did, the father responded to 

them both with a love that covered over their every sin – and there 

were many!  God is a father who loves us that much. 

 

Relating to God as our father takes the relationship to the ultimate 

level.  The elder son had a “functional” relationship and the younger 

son returned hoping to have a “servant-master” relationship.  But 

God is not satisfied with anything less than a father-child 

relationship with us! 

If you do not have a great relationship with your earthly father, 

calling God “Father” may not have great connotations.  This is where 

this parable is so helpful, because Jesus describes what our Heavenly 

Father is actually like: 

- He longs for us when we wander away from him, eagerly awaiting 

our return – even when we have insulted him grievously. 

- His heart towards us is full of love and compassion – even when we 

have sinned against him in terrible ways. 

- He hugs and kisses us and throws a party when we return to him – 

even when we return in deepest shame. 

- He restores us completely – even restoring what we have 

deliberately thrown away. 

- He generously shares his resources with us. 
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When we know God as Father, we can live with an unshakable sense 

of security in the relationship.  Even when we are terrible children, 

he remains a wonderful father!  So we can always approach him with 

confidence – even when we‟ve done badly. 

 

Let this thought become yours: 

If I am a child of God – if God is my Heavenly Father – then my life 

will surely become magnificent! 
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3:  God is Inside 

 

...―I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who 

will ever believe in me through their message.  I pray that they will 

all be one, just as you and I are one – as you are in me, Father, and 

I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe 

you sent me. I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may 

be one as we are one.  I am in them and you are in me. May they 

experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent 

me and that you love them as much as you love me. 

- John 17:20-23 (NLT) 

 

“I am in them and you are in me.”  If the thought of the “incarnation” 

(God somehow taking on human flesh) is amazing, then the thought 

of Jesus‟ “indwelling” (Jesus himself somehow being within us) is 

truly awesome!  It sounds too good to be true! 

Yet this is exactly what he wants to do!  This is why we can live 

inspiring, vibrant and compelling lives!  When Jesus gets to work 

within us, we are transformed!  The magnificent becomes possible! 

 

Many people have been deeply inspired by the words and deeds of 

Jesus.  Many of these people have then tried to follow his example – 

but sadly, they fell far short.  You may be one of them.  You may 

have been deeply disappointed with yourself and with others as you 

– and they – “fell short of the mark”.  We fall short because we don‟t 

“have what it takes” in ourselves.  We need Jesus to work within us!  

When he is within, then we do “have what it takes” – Jesus! 

 

This is a magnificent truth to embrace theologically, but we need to 

live it out practically for our lives to be transformed.  We have to 

learn to co-operate with Jesus working within us.  If Jesus is to work 

within us, we need to learn to “give him room to move”. 
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Perhaps the adjustment of marriage will be a helpful illustration: 

When we are single, we can make all of our decisions ourselves – we 

are autonomous individuals.  When we marry, we now have a second 

person to consider – a person who will inevitably have some 

different opinions, preferences and ways of doing things.  If we want 

to live in happy unity, we have to learn to recognise and work with 

those differences.  We have to learn to make decisions together, 

because we are no longer two singles, but one couple.  My dreams 

and desires need to give way to our dreams and desires.  My plans 

and decisions need to become our plans and decisions. 

For some people, this is a very difficult adjustment to make – they 

love their individuality and autonomy (“It‟s my life to live my way”).  

Typical results are conflict (if the other also loves their individuality) 

or control (if the other tends to give way).  These are not happy 

places to live!  When they make the adjustment, couples find their 

way to unity and happy marriage. 

 

If we want to enjoy Jesus‘ work within us, we need to surrender our 

autonomy.  It is no longer “my life to live my way” – we need to 

learn his ways and learn to live in unity with him. 

For example, when we are making a significant decision, we need to 

pause and ask Jesus, “What do you think?”  When dreaming and 

planning for the future, we need to “insert listening pauses” in our 

thinking process to allow a different thought from Jesus to enter, and 

possibly change, our minds. 

 

“Hearing” Jesus can be difficult.  Few people experience hearing 

Jesus with their physical sense of hearing; most of us “hear him” in 

our minds and in the mysterious inner place we call our spirits.  He 

puts new thoughts into our minds.  He stirs new convictions deep 

within us.  He may give us striking dreams or sudden visions.  For 

many, he speaks by “highlighting” a part of the Bible – as we read it, 

something inside us stirs, and we know that God has just spoken. 
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For some of us, our minds are very busy, so we need to “hear Jesus 

above the noise of our own thoughts”.  It can be hard to tell if that 

last idea was a “God-thought” or a “me-thought”.  This is a journey 

of discovery – and of learning from our successes and failures.  It can 

be daunting at first, but we can set out on this faith journey with 

confidence when we remember that God is our Heavenly Father! 

 

The most practical way to get to know how Jesus thinks and wants to 

work is to read what he said and did as we find recorded in the 

gospels.  It‟s similar to sitting with your spouse and listening to them 

as they tell you what they think about things.  Take time out to sit 

quietly on your own, and read your way through the gospels.  Make 

it “quality time with Jesus”, getting away from things that distract 

you.  As we read Jesus‟ words and observe Jesus‟ ways, we get to 

know him better, and it becomes easier for us to recognise where he 

thinks differently.  Then, when we pause in our thinking and 

dreaming to listen for Jesus‟ voice within, we are more likely to 

“hear” him on the matter. 

 

“I am in them and you are in me.”  This profound miracle of Jesus 

working within us releases the life and power of God in us and 

enables us to live magnificent lives.  The more we learn the graceful 

art of co-operating with Jesus‟ work in us, the more magnificent our 

lives will be! 
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4:  Humility – Knowing our Place 

 

About that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is 

greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?" Jesus called a little child to 

him and put the child among them. Then he said, "I tell you the 

truth, unless you turn from your sins and become like little 

children, you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven.  So 

anyone who becomes as humble as this little child is the greatest in 

the Kingdom of Heaven. 

- Matthew 18:1-4 (NLT) 

 

Have you ever wondered what it must have been like to walk with 

Jesus as one of the twelve disciples?  They wrote very little about 

their personal feelings, so we have to use some imagination, “putting 

ourselves in their shoes” (or sandals!).  We do know from Mark‟s 

gospel that at one stage they argued amongst themselves about who 

was the greatest disciple (see Mark 9:34). 

Perhaps by this stage, the disciples had begun to enjoy some of the 

“glory” of being part of Jesus‟ closest group.  Perhaps they had 

begun waving back at the adoring fans – and receiving some of their 

cheers as praise for themselves instead of Jesus.  Perhaps they had 

started seeing themselves as the “A-team” behind Jesus.  Certainly 

status had crept into their thinking, because their question was about 

status: “Who is greatest?” 

 

The last chapters have explored something of the privileged position 

that God gives to those who believe in Jesus.  It is position where he 

is involved in our personal lives.  It is a position where we enjoy 

relationship, rights and privileges as God‟s children.  It is a position 

where we enjoy supernatural empowerment as he works within us.  

We are declared precious and significant. 
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This puts us at risk of falling into the same trap as the disciples did.  

As we embrace our privileged position, our sense of worth and our 

confidence grows.  It is right that it should.  The danger, though, is 

that our God-based confidence can turn inward and become self-

confidence.  If we lose sight of the reality that all of this is from God 

and not us, we can develop an over-exalted view of ourselves.  We 

can become proud. 

When pride enters our hearts and minds, all manner of things go 

wrong: 

- As we “exalt ourselves”, we inevitably “put others down”, because 

we set ourselves above them. 

- As we seek status and position, we become ambitious – perhaps 

even seeking to “be the greatest”. 

- Comparison, jealousy and competition undermine our relationships 

and we begin to view other people as competitors and obstacles 

instead of as partners. 

- The most dangerous risk is that we can begin to imagine that we 

“have what it takes” in ourselves – or think that we are “at the top 

of the pile”.  When this happens, we revert to autonomous thinking 

and living and stop listening to other opinions, because we believe 

that “my way is the right way”. 

 

It is vital that we embrace the incredible gifts God gives; but as we 

do so, it is also vital that we never forget that this is all a gift from 

God and a work of God.  All we did was to believe, receive and co-

operate with him!  We are at best shining trophies of the grace of 

God – all glory is his! 

As we learn to live the magnificent life that Jesus offers, we need to 

regularly “do a humility check”.  People may praise us for the way 

we are now living.  People may point out that we are doing better 

than some others in some way.  People may ask us to teach them the 

keys to “our success”.  We need to constantly check our hearts – are 

we taking the credit for what Jesus is doing in us?  Are we beginning 

to think that “we have what it takes” in ourselves? 
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When we remember that it is Jesus who is doing the good work in us, 

we stay humble.  We are also then well positioned to glorify him; 

when people compliment us, we can testify to the transforming work 

of Jesus in us! 

 

Humility is a beautiful thing.  It protects us from all manner of harm 

and it glorifies Jesus.  Let‟s embrace this magnificent way! 
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5:  Prayer – Building the Relationship 

 

Relationships are fuelled by good communication – particularly 

conversation.  Close friendships are usually developed as people 

spend time together and move beyond the superficial “chat” to the 

personally revealing “DMC” (deep, meaningful conversation).  The 

more we reveal and the more closely we listen, the more intimate the 

relationship becomes. 

If we want to grow in relationship with God, we also need to 

communicate – we need to pray.  Although some people see prayer 

as a religious ritual, prayer was never intended to be that.  Jesus 

clearly opposed the ritual view of prayer and instead presented 

prayer as time in conversation with your Heavenly Father.  Here is a 

lesson on prayer recorded by Matthew: 

 

―When you pray, don‘t be like the hypocrites who love to pray 

publicly on street corners and in the synagogues where everyone 

can see them. I tell you the truth, that is all the reward they will 

ever get.  But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door 

behind you, and pray to your Father in private. Then your Father, 

who sees everything, will reward you. 

―When you pray, don‘t babble on and on as people of other 

religions do. They think their prayers are answered merely by 

repeating their words again and again.  Don‘t be like them, for 

your Father knows exactly what you need even before you ask him!  

Pray like this: 

―Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. May your 

Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in 

heaven. Give us today the food we need, and forgive us our sins, as 

we have forgiven those who sin against us. And don‘t let us yield to 

temptation, but rescue us from the evil one.‖ 

- Matthew 6:5-13 (NLT) 
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Jesus first addresses our motive for prayer:  Don‟t pray in order to be 

known by others as a person of prayer (recognition); pray in order to 

know your Heavenly Father better (relationship). 

Then, Jesus addresses our method of prayer:  Don‟t pray with a ritual 

or a system (such as repetition); pray with the simple honesty of a 

child chatting to their attentive father. 

As you read this, you may be thinking, “but what about „The Lord‟s 

Prayer‟ – have we not just read a ritual prayer that Jesus taught?”  

Sadly, it is a ritual prayer to some, but when we look at the context of 

the prayer, Jesus had just rebuked those who prayed as a religious 

ritual!  What Jesus did at that moment was teach the people how to 

pray – he said “pray like this”.  The “Lord‟s Prayer” is a magnificent 

lesson in helpful prayer – so much more than a ritual prayer to recite! 

 

Here are some lessons on prayer we can learn from Jesus‟ “how to” 

prayer: 

Start by remembering who you are speaking to – “our Father in 

heaven.”  As you remember “Father”, you should gain confidence to 

speak freely.  As you remember “in heaven”, reverence and worship 

should follow (“may your name be kept holy”). 

Prayer must surely start with God – he is by far the superior in the 

relationship – so we start with who he is and what he is about.  We 

place ourselves in submission to his superior authority, wisdom and 

will. (“May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven.”) 

As we settle into conversation with God, the subject then turns to us 

– how are we doing?  Remember, we are talking to our Father; he 

cares for us deeply!  So we present our needs to him.  (“Give us 

today the food we need, and forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven 

those who sin against us. And don‟t let us yield to temptation, but 

rescue us from the evil one.”) 
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Prayer can be difficult at times.  Sometimes God feels distant – it can 

feel like we are pursuing a “long-distance relationship”!  Prayer can 

also get difficult when we have asked our Father for something, but 

(from our viewpoint) “nothing has happened”.  Or perhaps we have 

asked a big question, but we have received no answer.  Here is Jesus‟ 

counsel to us as we struggle: 

―Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on 

seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be 

opened to you.  For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who 

seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.  

―You parents—if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give 

them a stone instead?  Or if they ask for a fish, do you give them a 

snake? Of course not!  So if you sinful people know how to give 

good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly 

Father give good gifts to those who ask him." 

- Matthew 7:7-11 (NLT) 

Firstly, Jesus teaches us to persist.  “Keep on asking, keep on seeking 

and keep on knocking.”  It is humbling, but important to realise that 

God does not keep time around us.  We are very important, but we 

are not the “centre of the universe”!  There is a “greater scheme of 

things” that we are often ignorant about.  There are reasons for 

delays and disappointments that are not always ours to know.  

Sometimes we just need to be patient and persistent. 

It may be helpful to see an example of this – here is one recorded by 

a prophet named Daniel.  Daniel had prayed fervently to God about a 

matter, but for some time, he saw and heard nothing in response.  

After three weeks, an angel appeared to him and explained what had 

happened unbeknown to him: 

Then he said, ―Don‘t be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day you 

began to pray for understanding and to humble yourself before 

your God, your request has been heard in heaven. I have come in 

answer to your prayer. But for twenty-one days the spirit prince of 

the kingdom of Persia blocked my way. Then Michael, one of the 

archangels, came to help me, and I left him there with the spirit 

prince of the kingdom of Persia.  Now I am here to explain what 
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will happen to your people in the future, for this vision concerns a 

time yet to come.‖ 

- Daniel 10:12-14 (NLT) 

The angel explained that the delay had nothing to do with Daniel – 

there had been a conflict in the unseen spiritual realms that he could 

neither see, nor fully understand. 

There is more to this world than what our physical senses can detect.  

There are things we can‟t see, hear or understand.  The good news is 

that we don‟t have to!  All we have to do is be persistent and patient! 

 

Secondly, Jesus reminds us that our Heavenly Father gives good 

gifts, not bad ones.  Sometimes we are like a child who wants 

something that is not actually good for them.  We need to trust our 

Heavenly Father when he doesn‟t give us something we ask for – our 

Dad knows best! 

 

If you find prayer difficult, you are in good company!  Many godly 

people, including church leaders, admit that their prayer experience 

is not what it could be.  We are engaging with our Father, but he is 

spirit, not flesh!  This is very different from our interactions with 

people!  We cannot engage with him using our physical senses as we 

can with other people.  We need to learn to engage our spirit with his 

before we can feel a sense of intimacy. 

Don‟t be discouraged.  Remember, your Heavenly Father is for you 

and wants your company – even if you don‟t communicate that well!  

Perhaps this is the first opportunity to take Jesus‟ counsel and persist!  

Keep knocking!  The company of your Heavenly Father is the most 

rewarding company you could ever experience! 
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Our magnificent heavenly relationship 

transforms our earthly ones 
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6:  Unreasonable Forgiveness 

 

Then Peter came to him and asked, ―Lord, how often should I 

forgive someone who sins against me? Seven times?‖ 

―No, not seven times,‖ Jesus replied, ―but seventy times seven! 

―Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king 

who decided to bring his accounts up to date with servants who 

had borrowed money from him.  In the process, one of his debtors 

was brought in who owed him millions of dollars.  He couldn‘t pay, 

so his master ordered that he be sold – along with his wife, his 

children, and everything he owned – to pay the debt. ―But the man 

fell down before his master and begged him, ‗Please, be patient 

with me, and I will pay it all.‘  Then his master was filled with pity 

for him, and he released him and forgave his debt. 

―But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who 

owed him a few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat 

and demanded instant payment. ―His fellow servant fell down 

before him and begged for a little more time. ‗Be patient with me, 

and I will pay it,‘ he pleaded.  But his creditor wouldn‘t wait. He 

had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid 

in full. 

―When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. 

They went to the king and told him everything that had happened.  

Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and said, ‗You evil 

servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded 

with me.  Shouldn‘t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I 

had mercy on you?‘  Then the angry king sent the man to prison to 

be tortured until he had paid his entire debt. 

―That‘s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to 

forgive your brothers and sisters from your heart.‖ 

- Matthew 18:21-35 (NLT) 
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Have you ever been repeatedly wronged by someone?  Did you 

forgive, time after time – but then they did it again?  Like Peter, you 

may have got to the stage where you thought “That‟s the last straw – 

no more grace for them!  After all, why keep on forgiving when 

they‟ll surely just do it again?” 

Peter probably thought he was being very graceful when he proposed 

forgiving a person seven times – but Jesus said, “No, not seven times, 

but seventy times seven!”  

Effectively, Jesus said, “Don‟t count; just keep forgiving.”  There 

was probably a stunned silence at that stage.  The disciples were 

surely thinking, “That is totally unreasonable!” 

So Jesus told them a story.  A man who had just been forgiven a 

massive debt was not prepared to forgive someone who owed him a 

far smaller debt.  As they heard this story, they probably thought, 

“How dare he not show this small mercy after receiving such great 

mercy himself?” 

And then the realisation surely came... this is us!  We have been 

forgiven all of our sins against God!  Our death penalty has been 

repealed!  Since we have received such great forgiveness from God, 

how dare we withhold our forgiveness from others? 

When we only have ourselves and the person who has sinned against 

us in view, consistent forgiveness seems unreasonable.  But when 

God‟s amazing grace towards us comes into view, the picture 

suddenly changes! 

“Unreasonable forgiveness” is what God has extended to us.  In view 

of his “unreasonable” forgiveness, it is actually reasonable for us to 

consistently and generously forgive those who sin against us! 

 

For many of us, this call to consistently forgive is a real challenge.  

For some, great personal pain cries out for retribution: “Justice must 

be done!”  For others, extending forgiveness feels like we are 

accepting the wrongdoing – or even accepting blame.  But extending 

forgiveness does not endorse injustice.  Forgiveness does not endorse 

sin.  Forgiveness does not deny the wrongdoing.  If we think these 
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things, we are misunderstanding the work of forgiveness. 

The word translated “forgiveness” in this text literally means “to 

send away”, “to give up”, or “to go away from”.  In a sense, 

exercising forgiveness is stepping back from the offensive situation, 

or sending the offence away.  It is separating ourselves from a state 

that is toxic to our soul.  We step back, refusing to drink the poison 

of the offence any more. 

It has been said that harbouring unforgiveness is like drinking poison 

and waiting for the other person to die!  It harms us, not them!  When 

we hold on to the offence, or relentlessly pursue “payback”, we allow 

evils such as bitterness and vindictiveness to invade our hearts – and 

this poisons our soul.  Dale Carnegie once observed, "When we hate 

our enemies, we are giving them power over us: power over our 

sleep, our appetites, our blood pressure, our health and our 

happiness.  Our enemies would dance with joy if only they knew 

how much they were worrying us... Our hate is not hurting them at 

all, but our hate is turning our own days and nights into a hellish 

turmoil." (From his book “How to stop worrying and start living”.) 

 

The apostle Paul wrote these helpful instructions on how to deal with 

sins against us: 

Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that 

everyone can see you are honourable. Do all that you can to live in 

peace with everyone. Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that 

to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, ―I will take 

revenge; I will pay them back,‖ says the Lord. Instead, ―If your 

enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them 

something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals of 

shame on their heads.‖ Don‘t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil 

by doing good. 

- Romans 12:17-21 (NLT) 
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As Paul explains, our job is to forgive and God‘s job is to bring about 

justice.  When we step back, refusing to take revenge, we leave room 

for God to execute justice – in his perfect wisdom and his perfect 

power.  (You could think of it as getting out of God‟s way so that he 

can deal properly with the offender!)  When we try to execute justice 

ourselves, we get in God‟s way.  (You could think of it as obstructing 

justice!)  We get entangled in battles that are not ours to fight and we 

carry burdens that are not ours to carry. 

Next, Paul pushes us beyond extending forgiveness; we must bless 

the person as well!  This does two things: firstly, it demonstrates the 

integrity of our forgiveness and secondly, it shames the offender! 

When we do these things, we win a great moral victory.  Evil has not 

overcome us; we have overcome evil with good! 

 

In the end, God requires us to be forgivers.  It is not a suggestion, but 

an instruction – and one that carries a warning at that!  (Go back and 

read the end of Jesus‟ parable!)  If you find this daunting, remember 

that God is at work in us – with him working in us, we can do this!  

(Chapter 20 will help you to draw on that power.) 

 

God‟s magnificent way of consistent forgiveness can be challenging 

to live out, but the rewards are great: 

- You will develop rock-solid relationships.  

- Your heart will be kept free from “toxins” such as bitterness and 

vindictiveness. 

- You will find peace of mind as you leave it to God to execute the 

necessary justice and grace. 

Let‘s learn this magnificent way! 
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7:  The Extra Mile and the Other Cheek 

 

―You have heard the law that says the punishment must match the 

injury: ‗An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.‘  But I say, do 

not resist an evil person! If someone slaps you on the right cheek, 

offer the other cheek also.  If you are sued in court and your shirt is 

taken from you, give your coat, too.  If a soldier demands that you 

carry his gear for a mile, carry it two miles.  Give to those who 

ask, and don‘t turn away from those who want to borrow. 

―You have heard the law that says, ‗Love your neighbour‘ and hate 

your enemy.  But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who 

persecute you!  In that way, you will be acting as true children of 

your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil 

and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike.  If 

you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? 

Even corrupt tax collectors do that much.  If you are kind only to 

your friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even pagans 

do that.  But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is 

perfect." 

- Matthew 5:38-48 (NLT) 

 

In the last chapter we looked at “unreasonable” forgiveness; in this 

chapter we consider “unreasonable” graciousness.  As he did with 

forgiveness, Jesus teaches a level of graciousness that “follows God‟s 

lead”.  On a purely human level it seems unreasonable; but it is not 

unreasonable in the light of the incredible graciousness that God has 

extended to us! 

God has extended “unreasonable” graciousness to us.  He did not 

wait for mankind to turn to him before giving Jesus to die for us.  He 

does not withhold his kindness from the ungodly, but blesses us all 

alike with sunshine and rain.  He loves his enemies.  He offers to 

rescue even those who persecute his children. 
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Because God has extended such graciousness to us, it is right that we 

extend the same to others.  Jesus‟ examples do appear unreasonable 

on a purely human level: not slapping a person back is gracious; 

offering the other cheek seems “unreasonably” gracious.  Paying an 

unfair demand is gracious; giving even more seems “unreasonably” 

gracious.  Yet this is God‟s way!  God has extended far greater grace 

towards us – so he teaches us to do likewise. 

 

“An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” has been a prevailing 

mindset for centuries – and it persists to this day.  If we look at the 

results in our society, they are not encouraging.  The pursuit of 

retribution and revenge has become the norm, with everyone wanting 

to “get payback”.  This easily turns into an escalating cycle: “you 

hurt me... so I hurt you back... so you hurt me back – more... so I hurt 

you back – more...”  These cycles breed anger, bitterness, 

vindictiveness and violence.  The cycle only stops when one party is 

either unable to fight back – or chooses not to fight back. 

Jesus teaches us to break that cycle by refusing to retaliate.  Imagine 

how your family and your community would be transformed if we all 

listened to him? 

In some situations, this may be difficult; in other situations, this may 

require superhuman inner strength!  Sometimes a graceful response 

is nothing short of a miracle – only possible with Jesus working in 

us!  We need to remember that Jesus was teaching a way of the 

Kingdom of God here – a way that those born of God are able to live 

because the life of God is at work within them.  This is not an 

ordinary human way!  If you look at your past experiences and 

natural reflexes, this may seem impossible to you!  But don‟t despair 

– when Jesus is at work in you, this becomes supernaturally possible! 

 

There is another important reason to be gracious to those who act 

against us.  When we do this, we demonstrate the amazing 

graciousness of God. 
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Sadly, many do not see God as gracious.  They think God blesses the 

“good” and curses the “evil”.  This can keep them from coming to 

God, because if they see themselves as “evil in his sight”, they will 

assume that God does not want them anywhere near him.  Yet Jesus 

was labelled “the friend of sinners” (see Matthew 11:19).  He likened 

himself to a doctor who came to attend to those who were sick with 

sin (see Luke 5:31-32). 

When we who carry the name “Christian” love our enemies and pray 

for our persecutors, we demonstrate something of the graciousness of 

our Heavenly Father.  This can have a profound impact on the person 

who receives our grace!  Conversely, if we show hatred instead of 

love, we can reinforce a wrong view of God. 

 

Here‟s an old story that illustrates the power of “unreasonable 

grace”: 

A Japanese Christian man had just irrigated his rice field the 

previous day. It was very important at that time of the year to keep 

his field in standing water. The next day, however, when he went to 

check on his field, all the water was gone. After looking around a 

bit, he discovered that his neighbour just down the hill had broken 

the dividing wall between their fields and drained the water into 

his own. 

This infuriated the man, so he went to consult with his pastor as to 

what to do. The pastor advised the man to ignore the wrong done 

to him, repair the wall, and continue to flood his field again. The 

man did as his pastor advised. The following day, however, the 

neighbour had once again drained the man‘s water into his own 

field. 

After three days of this, the man, in a rage, went again to his pastor 

and asked what he should do. After thinking for a moment, the 

pastor told the man to water his neighbour‘s field first, and then do 

his own. The man returned home and did as the pastor told him. 

Three days later the neighbour came to the man, apologized for his 

conduct, and asked how he too could know the God of Christianity. 
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(Source: “The Ultimate Illustrator” by Charles and Richard Gordon) 

 

God‟s magnificent way of extending unmerited graciousness is 

beautiful to experience – and to extend to others.  Let‟s appreciate his 

amazing graciousness to us; and, in his power, let‟s demonstrate it to 

others! 
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8:  Breaking Through the Prejudice Barrier 

 

Jesus knew the Pharisees had heard that he was baptizing and 

making more disciples than John (though Jesus himself didn‘t 

baptize them—his disciples did). So he left Judea and returned to 

Galilee. He had to go through Samaria on the way. Eventually he 

came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the field that Jacob 

gave to his son Joseph. Jacob‘s well was there; and Jesus, tired 

from the long walk, sat wearily beside the well about noontime. 

Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to 

her, ―Please give me a drink.‖  He was alone at the time because 

his disciples had gone into the village to buy some food. The 

woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with 

Samaritans. She said to Jesus, ―You are a Jew, and I am a 

Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a drink?‖ 

...Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked to find him 

talking to a woman, but none of them had the nerve to ask, ―What 

do you want with her?‖ or ―Why are you talking to her?‖ 

- John 4:1-9, 27 (NLT) 

 

Prejudice is an ugly thing; if you have ever been on the receiving end 

of it, you will no doubt agree wholeheartedly!  Prejudice is “pre-

judging” – making a judgement before establishing all the facts.  It is 

commonly seen in racial, religious, gender, cultural and status 

stereotypes, when we make presumptions about people because of 

their race, religion, gender, culture, or status and treat them in a 

certain way accordingly.  These prejudices often divide people, 

because they breed alienation and disrespect (we assume that we 

won‟t be able to relate and we assume that our way is right or better). 

 

In this incident, Jesus faced two prejudice barriers: religious and 

cultural.  There was great religious hostility between Jews and 

Samaritans, and Jews would typically refuse to have any association 

with Samaritans.  Many would have refused to travel through 
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Samaria, choosing a longer route around their territory to avoid 

contact with a Samaritan.  Culturally, there was a gender barrier; it 

was regarded as improper for a man to hold a conversation with a 

woman in public – so we read that the disciples were “shocked to 

find him talking to a woman”. 

If Jesus had subscribed to the prejudices of the day, he would never 

have spoken to this woman.  Prejudice declared that “all Samaritans 

are heretics” – so there was no point in having a spiritual interaction 

with her.  Prejudice declared that “speaking to women opens the door 

to a bad reputation, even adultery” – so it would be at best harmful to 

Jesus‟ reputation, at worst, expose him to temptation.  To make 

matters even worse, Jesus had discerned that the woman had an 

immoral past! 

But Jesus did not accept the prejudices.  He broke through the 

barriers and engaged the woman in a profound conversation that is 

still spoken of to this day.  He was consequently welcomed into that 

town, and spent two days teaching there.  As a result, many 

Samaritans put their faith in Jesus. (Read about this in John 4:39-42.) 

 

Matthew‟s call to discipleship was another example of Jesus‟ way of 

“breaking through the prejudice barrier”: 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man named Matthew sitting 

at his tax collector‘s booth. ―Follow me and be my disciple,‖ Jesus 

said to him. So Matthew got up and followed him. Later, Matthew 

invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along 

with many tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. But when 

the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, ―Why does your 

teacher eat with such scum?‖ 

When Jesus heard this, he said, ―Healthy people don‘t need a 

doctor – sick people do.‖  Then he added, ―Now go and learn the 

meaning of this Scripture: ‗I want you to show mercy, not offer 

sacrifices.‘ For I have come to call not those who think they are 

righteous, but those who know they are sinners.‖ 

- Matthew 9:9-13 (NLT) 
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Jewish tax collectors were regarded as one of the worst types of 

sinner.  Firstly, they had “sold out” to the oppressive Roman Empire 

to collect taxes for Rome from their own people.  Secondly, they 

were notorious for corruption, demanding more tax than was actually 

required and pocketing the extra money.  So they were regarded as 

both traitors and thieves.  If they had friends, they were typically 

other tax collectors and similar social outcasts. 

When Jesus called Matthew to follow him as a disciple, this would 

have shocked many (surely including his other disciples).  Why call a 

man who is regarded as a traitor and a thief?  Matthew was probably 

also amazed, but he did not refuse the opportunity!  And so a new 

life began for Matthew – and his gospel is read to this day! 

 

Jesus didn‟t stop at calling Matthew to be his disciple.  He then had 

dinner at his home, an act that publicly declared his acceptance of 

Matthew.  The dinner guests included more tax collectors – and other 

people of ill repute. 

The Pharisees (religious leaders) were shocked.  They regarded Jesus 

as a rabbi (religious teacher), and rabbis were supposed to be moral 

examples to the community.  In their view, these people were not 

appropriate company for a rabbi! 

Jesus‟ response showed that he was under no illusions about his 

company.  He identified them as “sinners” and likened their state to a 

sickness.  He then revealed his motive for breaking through the 

prejudice barrier: he wanted to be a “spiritual doctor” to them, 

because they knew that they needed his help. 

Jesus also exposed the self-deception of the Pharisees.  They thought 

that they were righteous, but in fact, they were not.  Jesus exposed 

their judgemental attitude, and called them to walk God‟s way of 

mercy instead. 

 

These two events demonstrate God‟s magnificent way of breaking 

through barriers of prejudice that separate people from each other – 

in order to break the barrier between them and God. 
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Who have you pre-judged?  If you are battling with the word 

“prejudice”, think instead of “stereotypes” that you may have been 

taught: that “black / white / Muslim / Jewish / Christian / gay / rich / 

poor / rural / city people are all ______________ (fill in the blank)”.  

Perhaps there are some types of people you would be uncomfortable 

to spend time with; or, who you would avoid?  These are symptoms 

of prejudice – of barriers we need to break through. 

 

One of Jesus‟ magnificent ways is to break through prejudice 

barriers.  He does this with a redemptive motive; to bring the person 

into a better position – with God and with man.  He broke through 

massive barriers to reach us; let‟s break through our barriers to reach 

others! 
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9:  Resolving Conflicts 

 

When people spend significant time together, their differences 

inevitably emerge.  We discover that we think differently, do things 

differently and have different values and priorities.  When these 

differences are significant and convictions are strong, we can find 

ourselves in a place of conflict.  If these conflicts are handled badly, 

the results can be very destructive. 

Jesus knows this, and taught some vital lessons on conflict: 

‗You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ―You shall 

not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.‖ 

But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister, will 

be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or 

sister, ―Raca,‖ [―senseless/worthless one‖] is answerable to the 

court. And anyone who says, ―You fool!‖ [―foolish/godless one‖] 

will be in danger of the fire of hell. 

‗Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 

remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 

leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled 

to them; then come and offer your gift. 

‗Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to 

court. Do it while you are still together on the way, or your 

adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand 

you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. Truly I 

tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.‘ 

- Matthew 5:21-26 (NIV) 

 

Jesus begins his lesson on conflict where so many of our troubles 

start: with angry emotions and angry outbursts.  Some of us have 

been taught that it‟s perfectly acceptable to “let off steam” and “tell 

people where to get off”.  Jesus teaches us that this is actually where 

the problems start! 
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We need to learn ways to “safely defuse” anger that rises up within 

us.  Practically, this can mean “taking time-out to cool off” before 

continuing a conversation that has become heated.  We may need to 

take the offence to God in prayer and allow him to work within us 

before continuing.  We may need to release some of the emotion with 

a mature person who can impartially counsel us. 

Some of us don‟t recognise the serious damage that our words can 

do.  Perhaps we were taught sayings like: “sticks and stones may 

break my bones, but words will never hurt me!” 

Some of us fail to anticipate the way that angry exchanges can 

escalate, as each retaliatory response gets more destructive than the 

last.  Jesus‟ solution is simple: don‘t start!  And if the other person 

starts, then don‘t retaliate – it only makes it worse!  (Remember the 

extra mile and the other cheek.) 

 

When we manage to avoid angry exchanges, we have won a major 

battle.  Sadly though, we may not always get this right – so angry or 

hurtful words may be exchanged.  In these cases, we can end up in a 

“simmering situation”, where the words have been spoken and we 

walk away having caused hurt and having been hurt.  The trouble 

with simmering situations is that they seldom get better when left 

alone. 

Some chefs will tell you that the best way to cook an egg is not 

rapidly in boiling water, but slowly at a far lower temperature of 

around 60 degrees Celsius.  We won‟t debate the merits of either 

method; just recognise that the egg ends up cooked, even though the 

water is at a surprisingly low temperature.  We may think that the 

“temperature” of our simmering situation is low enough to be 

harmless, or “manageable” – but we‟re actually “cooking slowly”! 

So Jesus gives us another check-point: when you go to worship (he 

assumes that you do), think about your relationships.  Is there any 

conflict simmering between you and another?  If there is, his 

instruction is to go and deal with it without any further delay! 
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Hopefully we won‟t find ourselves in the third situation that Jesus 

presents (legal action), but it can happen.  Again, Jesus prescribes 

quick action!  Settle out of court!  Don‟t let things get any worse! 

 

Angry conflicts are so destructive; we need to make every effort to 

respond without angry and destructive outbursts.  When angry 

conflicts happen, because they “simmer”, they need to be resolved 

quickly. 

But this is more easily said than done!  So Jesus helps us, teaching us 

a magnificent “protocol” for dealing with our offences: 

―If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the 

offence. If the other person listens and confesses it, you have won 

that person back. 

"But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with you and 

go back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by two 

or three witnesses. 

"If the person still refuses to listen, take your case to the church. 

"Then if he or she won‘t accept the church‘s decision, treat that 

person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector." 

- Matthew 18:15-17 (NLT) 

 

“First prize” for resolving offences is to resolve them privately.  

Many problems can be resolved with a private conversation or two.  

Privacy protects the person‟s reputation and dignity, so it is easier to 

admit fault and to be vulnerable about our feelings.  This is always 

the right place to start. 

If you can‟t resolve the offence privately, don‟t “get mad and go 

public”!  Ask one or two mature people (you both need to recognise 

them as such) to sit with you and guide you towards reconciliation.  

Again, we are keeping the matter as private as we can, honouring one 

another in the process. 
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If this mediation fails, you need a more serious intervention.  The 

third step is to submit the matter to the church and ask them to make 

a judgement.  (Practically, this would usually entail approaching an 

appropriate level of church leadership – assuming there are healthy 

leadership structures.) 

If the person refuses to accept the ruling of the church, we have done 

our very best.  All we can now do is leave them in God‟s hands, 

praying that God will bring the necessary conviction upon them. 

 

Jesus‟ ways of resolving offence and conflict are incredibly wise and 

truly magnificent!  Here‟s a quick summary: 

- We need to keep our emotions in check in situations of conflict. 

- Our words must be helpful, not hurtful. 

- Problems must be resolved quickly before they grow. 

- A culture of respect and honour must protect people‟s dignity as far 

as possible. 

- Every avenue of resolution must be pursued. 

 

Are these ways difficult at times?  Yes – many times!  But the 

Designer of Life has taught us “the ways that work” – it is SO worth 

the effort to learn them! 
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10: Love your Neighbour 

 

One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking 

him this question: ―Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal 

life?‖ Jesus replied, ―What does the law of Moses say? How do 

you read it?‖ The man answered, ―‗You must love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all 

your mind.‘ And, ‗Love your neighbour as yourself.‘‖ ―Right!‖ 

Jesus told him. ―Do this and you will live!‖ 

The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, ―And who 

is my neighbour?‖ Jesus replied with a story: 

―A Jewish man was travelling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, 

and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, 

beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road. 

―By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying 

there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by.  A 

Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying there, but he 

also passed by on the other side. 

―Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the 

man, he felt compassion for him.  Going over to him, the Samaritan 

soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. 

Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, 

where he took care of him.  The next day he handed the innkeeper 

two silver coins, telling him, ‗Take care of this man. If his bill runs 

higher than this, I‘ll pay you the next time I‘m here.‘ 

―Now which of these three would you say was a neighbour to the 

man who was attacked by bandits?‖ Jesus asked. The man replied, 

―The one who showed him mercy.‖ Then Jesus said, ―Yes, now go 

and do the same.‖ 

- Luke 10:25-37 (NLT) 

 

Love... this word is used so loosely these days.  We “love” people 

and we also “love” cheese!  For many of us, the word has lost its true 
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meaning.  The apostle John wrote this about love: 

―Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.  This 

is how God showed his love among us: he sent his one and only 

Son into the world that we might live through him.‖ 

- 1 John 4:8-9 (NIV) 

If “God is love”, then love must be something truly profound – it is 

an attribute of God!  And John tells how this love is demonstrated: 

God sent his Son – Jesus – from heaven to earth to redeem all of 

mankind.  This is immense!  This is powerful!  This is magnificent! 

 

The call to love one another is not new; it is a command of the 

ancient Jewish Law (you can read it in Leviticus 19:18).  What is 

new is the way Jesus taught us to practice it.  Through the parable, 

Jesus presented the way of loving our neighbour in its full 

magnificence: 

Firstly, he presented something of the “heart” or emotion of the way.  

The Samaritan man felt compassion – there was an inner, emotional 

response. 

Next, he presented the practicality of the way.  The Samaritan acted 

on his compassion – there was a practical outworking of his 

compassion, as he treated the victim‟s wounds and cared for him.  

This loving of his neighbour had a cost: in time and effort (treating 

the wounds), in inconvenience (walking so that the victim could 

ride), and in money (the innkeeper‟s bill). 

 

In the chapter on prejudice, we noted the well-established social 

barrier between Jews and Samaritans – they typically avoided each 

other like the plague!  Yet this Samaritan man came to help a Jew.  

Love powered the Samaritan through that barrier to help a man who 

quite likely would not have helped him.  It‟s a beautiful picture of 

love – we see love breaking through barriers to bless! 
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Who is my neighbour? 

The choice of Jewish and Samaritan characters in Jesus‟ parable was 

highly appropriate.  Many Jews of that time would not regard a 

Samaritan as a neighbour, so would not feel any compulsion to help 

one in need.  In this parable, Jesus expanded the definition of 

“neighbour” to include a total stranger from a completely different 

background.  Based on this example, anyone we come into contact 

with as we live our lives can be regarded as a neighbour! 

 

Empathy in action 

As Jesus told the story, he said the Samaritan “felt compassion for 

him”.  He could understand something of the victim‟s plight.  After 

all, he was also a traveller.  He could also have been robbed.  If he 

were lying there, he would feel terrible, and he would want someone 

to help him.  This is a magnificent aspect of love; the ability to 

empathise, or “feel with” a person. 

Jesus taught us to do this in the “Golden Rule”: 

―Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you. This is 

the essence of all that is taught in the law and the prophets." 

- Matthew 7:12 (NLT) 

If we are to love others, we need to learn empathy – to imagine 

ourselves in the other person‟s place.  If we were in their place, how 

would we feel?  How would we want to be treated?  Then we will 

know what to do – we must treat them as we would want to be 

treated. 

 

For some, empathy is a natural response; some are naturally able to 

“feel with others”.  For the more “cerebral” person, it can be more of 

a “learned process” of looking at their situation and thinking, “How 

would I feel in their position?  What would I want done to me if I 

was in their situation?” 
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This “Golden Rule” is one of the most practical lessons in love we 

can learn.  You would want mercy – so show mercy to others!  You 

would want respect – so show respect to others!  It sounds so simple, 

but our human reflexes are often the opposite – because we think of 

ourselves first.  We think of our time constraints, so we walk past.  

We think of our personal cost, so we walk past.  Living this out can 

require a lot of practice until we become skilled at it! 

 

Stretching beyond ourselves 

Empathy requires us to “stretch with our hearts and our minds”, 

seeing beyond our situation into that of another.  It also requires us to 

stretch beyond our personal mindsets into that of another.  For 

example, if you were hungry, a ham sandwich may seem a great idea; 

but a Jewish person would want kosher food.  If a man‟s car breaks 

down, making a call to a towing service may be fine; a woman would 

very likely hope that you would wait with her for help to arrive 

(ladies, please forgive the stereotype!).  Calling a tow-truck out 

would be fine for a wealthy person; a poorer person will be hoping 

that you will tow them yourself! 

The better we get at empathy, the better we get at loving, because we 

learn to do the best thing for that person. 

 

Loving those around us is a truly magnificent way!  It is living out an 

attribute of God – it is being like our Heavenly Father!  It is 

expressed in beautiful acts of compassion and understanding!  It 

powers us through barriers and unites us!  It may take effort, 

practice, time and money – but it is magnificent! 



47 

11: Walk the Talk 

 

―But what do you think about this? A man with two sons told the 

older boy, ‗Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.‘  The son 

answered, ‗No, I won't go,‘ but later he changed his mind and went 

anyway.  Then the father told the other son, ‗You go,‘ and he said, 

‗Yes, sir, I will.‘  But he didn't go. 

―Which of the two obeyed his father?‖ 

 They replied, ―The first.‖ 

- Matthew 21:28-31 (NLT) 

―But don‘t just listen to God‘s word.  You must do what it says.  

Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.‖ 

- James 1:22-23 (NLT) 

 

A frequent criticism of the church is that “it is full of hypocrites” – 

that the words of Jesus are proclaimed, but not lived out.  Sadly, 

there is often ample evidence to support the accusation.  The 

teachings of Jesus are truly inspiring, so they are easy to applaud and 

affirm – but actually doing what he tells us to do can be a real 

challenge!  “Talking it” is much easier than “walking it”!  As a result, 

we can fall into the trap of becoming passive “students” instead of 

active disciples – we grow in knowledge, but our lives do not 

change. 

 

Jesus‟ story of two sons makes a crucial point: what we do matters 

more than what we say.  The first son “talked a bad talk”, but then he 

“walked a good walk”.  The second “talked a good talk”, but then he 

“walked a bad walk”.  The “talk” did not determine who pleased the 

father, the “walk” did.  (This is not to say that our walk and our talk 

need not match; the point is that the walk matters!) 
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James points out that when we don‟t “walk the talk”, we are only 

fooling ourselves.  God knows our hypocrisy.  People around us will 

eventually notice it.  We may manage to fool a few who don‟t get 

close enough to see the mismatch, but we are ultimately the ones 

who are being deceived!  We think that we are “growing spiritually” 

because we are growing in knowledge – but if we are not living out 

what we have learned, we are deceived.  It‟s a subtle deception and a 

common one – hence Jesus‟ and James‟ words of warning to us. 

 

The first result of this self-deception is that we fail to live the 

magnificent life Jesus has offered us.  We lose!  We hear Jesus‟ 

messages (we may even take notes), but until we do what he says, we 

fail to enjoy the benefit of his teaching.  We miss out on the glorious 

transformation and deep fulfilment that Jesus wants us to experience. 

 

Sadly though, the loss is not only ours.  People around us also lose 

out.  They need to “see Jesus in action” – Jesus at work in us.  When 

we do what Jesus says, they can see him in us.  When we don‟t, they 

can‟t. 

Jesus put it like this to his disciples: 

―You are the light of the world – like a city on a hilltop that cannot 

be hidden.  No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. 

Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to 

everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your good deeds shine 

out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly 

Father.‖ 

- Matthew 5:14-16 (NLT) 

 

When we “walk the talk”, our actions (“good deeds”) shine out like a 

light!  This light helps people to find their way, and it helps them to 

see the goodness of God.  We become a true gift to people around us! 
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Would you like to be a light to those around you?  Would you like 

people to say of you that you bring light and life to them?  Well, you 

can!  As you start to put into practice what Jesus has taught you – 

one step at a time – you will become a source of light and life! 

 

A key to “walking the talk” is to walk one step at a time.  We need to 

be realistic – we are all “works in progress”!  After three years of 

walking with Jesus, the disciples still had very real questions and 

struggles.  New Testament letters to the early churches indicate that 

those disciples were far from perfect.  The walk of faith is a journey 

of many steps; a journey walked one step at a time.  Paul only asked 

this of the believers in Philippi: 

Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 

- Philippians 3:16 (NIV) 

Wherever you are in your walk of faith, just live that out.  Then, as 

God leads you and empowers you, take the next step.  As you do so, 

your life will be steadily and gloriously transformed! 

 

Let‟s “walk the talk” – one step at a time. 

When we do this, we win. 

When we do this, those around us win. 

That‟s magnificent! 
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MONEY, SEX AND POWER: 
“A NEW ORDER” 

 

 

 

When the true God rules, 

We discover a new order in life 
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12: Unequal Opportunity 

 

Jesus taught many of God‟s ways through parables.  Some of them 

may offend our sense of “fairness” depending on our political and 

economic beliefs.  But these parables are not primarily political or 

economic lectures; they teach us a different, higher view of life. 

The following parable challenges us to humbly reconsider our views 

on “fairness” and “equality”: 

―Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a 

man going on a long trip. He called together his servants and 

entrusted his money to them while he was gone.  He gave five bags 

of silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and one bag of silver 

to the last – dividing it in proportion to their abilities. He then left 

on his trip. 

―The servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest 

the money and earned five more.  The servant with two bags of 

silver also went to work and earned two more.  But the servant who 

received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the ground and hid the 

master‘s money. 

―After a long time their master returned from his trip and called 

them to give an account of how they had used his money.  The 

servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came 

forward with five more and said, ‗Master, you gave me five bags of 

silver to invest, and I have earned five more.‘ 

―The master was full of praise. ‗Well done, my good and faithful 

servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so 

now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let‘s celebrate 

together! ‘ 

―The servant who had received the two bags of silver came 

forward and said, ‗Master, you gave me two bags of silver to 

invest, and I have earned two more.‘ 

―The master said, ‗Well done, my good and faithful servant. You 

have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give 
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you many more responsibilities. Let‘s celebrate together!‘ 

―Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, 

‗Master, I knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn‘t 

plant and gathering crops you didn‘t cultivate.  I was afraid I 

would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, here is your 

money back.‘ 

―But the master replied, ‗You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew 

I harvested crops I didn‘t plant and gathered crops I didn‘t 

cultivate, why didn‘t you deposit my money in the bank? At least I 

could have gotten some interest on it.‘" 

- Matthew 25:14-27 (NLT) 

 

South Africa is a country where “equal opportunity” is a frequent cry 

of the populace.  In this parable, however, the master gives his three 

servants three different degrees of opportunity: one bag, two bags 

and five bags of silver to invest.  Jesus explains that they were 

purposefully and appropriately unequal – the assignments were 

given in accordance with each servant‟s capacity at the time. 

It is interesting that Jesus did not say that the servants compared their 

assignments.  The ones given lesser opportunities did not complain, 

or demand greater opportunity; they accepted their master‟s 

judgement call.  We would do well to do the same, for we don‟t all 

get the same opportunities in life.  We need to trust God‟s superior 

judgement of our capacity and apply ourselves well in the places we 

find ourselves. 

 

As we read on, we see that Jesus‟ focus is not on the relative size of 

the opportunity or resource, but on what we do with what we have.  

The first two servants achieved very different numerical profits (five 

bags and two bags), but for both of them, this was a 100% gain in 

terms of their different assignments.  Both applied themselves well – 

and both received the identical commendation from their master.  

The second servant could have felt intimidated as he compared his 

four bags of silver with the first servant‟s ten bags.  He had no need 
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to, however – his master was only looking at what he did with what 

he was given! 

 

Notice too that the first two servants were also both promised greater 

assignments based on their faithfulness in their previous assignment.  

God does not want to “hold us back”; he wants us to advance.  As we 

apply ourselves faithfully in the place where we are, we can expect 

him to give us further and greater opportunities. 

 

The tragic case is the third servant.  He allowed fear of failure and 

fear of his master‟s wrath to immobilise him – and did nothing.  

Interestingly, we read that the master would have been content 

(maybe not pleased, but at least content) with a small amount of 

interest from the bank.  He understood that this servant had a lesser 

capacity than the others, and accordingly, he had a lesser expectation 

of him.  This was not a confident, risk-taker; a safe investment in the 

bank would have been more his style – and that would have been 

OK.  Sadly though, the servant did not even take the risk-free route 

and bank the money. 

 

What is Jesus teaching us? 

Firstly, we need to trust God in terms of where we are and what we 

have right now – he knows what he is doing!  If he gives us a “level 

five assignment”, a “level one assignment” or anything in-between, it 

is because he knows that this is what we can handle.  He is not being 

unfair; he is operating in his superior wisdom.  Let‟s not fall into the 

trap of comparison and grumble; let‟s instead be faithful with what 

God has entrusted to us. 

Secondly, if you feel that you are at a “lower level” – even at “level 

one” – don‟t resign yourself to stay there.  God is pleased by our 

faithfulness and will give us opportunities to grow when we have 

served him faithfully with what he has entrusted to us.  Be faithful in 

your position, but don‟t be content to remain a “bank person”.  

Recognise that God is good and that God is for you (remember the 
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first chapters of this book)!  We don‟t have to “stay small”; we have 

really BIG support! 

 

What opportunities has God given you?  Don‟t compare them with 

the opportunities that others have – that could make you jealous or 

proud.  Trust God – he knows what he is doing!  As you recognise 

your God-given opportunities, do your very best to make the most of 

them.  Don‟t allow fear of failure hold you back; remember that God 

is good and God is for you! 
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13: Kindness and Contentment 

 

―For the Kingdom of Heaven is like the landowner who went out 

early one morning to hire workers for his vineyard.  He agreed to 

pay the normal daily wage and sent them out to work. 

―At nine o‘clock in the morning he was passing through the 

marketplace and saw some people standing around doing nothing.  

So he hired them, telling them he would pay them whatever was 

right at the end of the day.  So they went to work in the vineyard. At 

noon and again at three o‘clock he did the same thing. 

―At five o‘clock that afternoon he was in town again and saw some 

more people standing around. He asked them, ‗Why haven‘t you 

been working today?‘ ―They replied, ‗Because no one hired us.‘ 

―The landowner told them, ‗Then go out and join the others in my 

vineyard.‘ 

―That evening he told the foreman to call the workers in and pay 

them, beginning with the last workers first.  When those hired at 

five o‘clock were paid, each received a full day‘s wage.  When 

those hired first came to get their pay, they assumed they would 

receive more. But they, too, were paid a day‘s wage.  When they 

received their pay, they protested to the owner, ‗Those people 

worked only one hour, and yet you‘ve paid them just as much as 

you paid us who worked all day in the scorching heat.‘ 

―He answered one of them, ‗Friend, I haven‘t been unfair! Didn‘t 

you agree to work all day for the usual wage?  Take your money 

and go. I wanted to pay this last worker the same as you.  Is it 

against the law for me to do what I want with my money? Should 

you be jealous because I am kind to others?‘‖ 

- Matthew 20:1-15 (NLT) 

To some, this story of “equal pay for everyone” may sound very 

unfair – or like extreme socialism.  It is vital, therefore, that we hear 

Jesus‟ conclusion, for the primary message of this parable is not one 

of economics, but of values: of kindness on the part of the master and 

of contentment (or lack thereof) on the part of the workers. 
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The economic model of that day was of a “standard day‟s wage”.  

The workers who worked the full day were fairly paid the expected 

standard daily wage.  The workers who worked for less than a full 

day would have expected less; but instead, they experienced kindness 

and generosity.  Those who were hired late in the day experienced 

incredible kindness and generosity! 

This is a beautiful picture of the kindness of God!  The master knew 

that all of the workers had gone to the marketplace that morning 

seeking an honest day‟s employment.  As the day wore on and no-

one had hired some of the men, they faced the prospect of going 

home with no work and no pay.  In great kindness and generosity, the 

master hired them – and then paid them far beyond their 

expectations! 

 

We would do well to learn this magnificent way!  Not everyone 

enjoys a good start in life.  Just as some of the workers in the parable 

started the day badly, some people have started life badly.  In South 

Africa, we use the term “previously disadvantaged” to describe those 

who have grown up on the proverbial “back foot”.  Such people 

could really do with some “unfair” (disproportionate) kindness and 

generosity to help them to “get onto the front foot”. 

In a spiritual sense, we all started life on the “back foot” – we all 

inherited a spiritual condition called “sinfulness”.  Some got caught 

more deeply in the grip of sin than others – their sin was more 

obvious to others – but even the “nicest” of us still need rescuing.  

Knowing that we are all powerless to rescue ourselves, God made a 

way for all of us to get back onto the “front foot”, free from the grip 

of sin. 

 

No matter how “good” or “bad” we once were, no matter whether we 

found faith in Jesus in our childhood or on our deathbed, all who 

believe in Jesus receive complete forgiveness and will enjoy eternity 

with God.  It‟s not unfair, its kind! 

It‟s incredibly kind! 
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When we put our faith in Jesus, God adopts us as his children.  

Whether we were humanitarians or murderers, prudes or perverts, the 

blood of Jesus cleanses us all completely.  There is no program of 

“penance” or “payback” for our past sins; God‟s grace brings us all 

onto solid, secure, equal footing.  As the old hymn says, “the ground 

is level at the foot of the cross”! 

―For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God‘s glorious 

standard.  Yet God freely and graciously declares that we are 

righteous.  He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from 

the penalty for our sins.‖ 

- Romans 3:23-24 (NLT) 

We would do well to apply this truth to the way we treat others!  If 

Jesus has set a believer free from their sins, how dare we hold them 

captive to their past?  We dare not treat members of the family of 

God differently because of their past; we are all alike trophies of the 

grace of God! 

 

A more subtle form of this discrimination is the positive variant: we 

treat people differently because of what they have achieved, or by 

what they are contributing.  It is good to honour those who have 

served well and those who are making a difference, but let‟s not put 

people on “pedestals” (it is so painful when we fall off them).  It is a 

privilege to serve God for many years.  It is a privilege to have a 

“high impact ministry”.  These things do not make us any “better” or 

“more valuable” in God‟s eyes.  Let‟s keep the ground level! 

 

Unfortunately, as this parable shows, treating everyone alike can be 

misunderstood – especially when it comes to “currencies” that we 

value such as money, recognition or position.  If our thinking equates 

salary or status with personal value, we quickly run into trouble.  We 

equate a low pay rate with being undervalued and a high pay rate 

with being valued.  We equate promotion with being valued and not 

being promoted with being undervalued.  We seek pay increases, 

promotions and affirmation (especially public affirmation) to build 
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up our sense of value. 

When these things happen, a new “god” invades our lives and begins 

to rule.  Under this rule, we “have to” be regularly promoted, earn 

big salaries, wear the “right clothes”, be seen in the “right places”, 

live in the “right neighbourhood”, etc.  We are likely to buy things 

we can‟t really afford, just to feel a sense of greater value.  We will 

compare ourselves with others on the basis of these things and seek 

to do as well as, or better, than them. 

The net result is that we become discontented with our “lot”. 

 

Paul the apostle made a profound statement on this subject: 

Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. After all, 

we brought nothing with us when we came into the world, and we 

can‘t take anything with us when we leave it. So if we have enough 

food and clothing, let us be content. But people who long to be rich 

fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and harmful 

desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. For the love of 

money is the root of all kinds of evil. 

- 1 Timothy 6:6-10 (NLT) 

“Contentment is itself great wealth.”  I have seen this while visiting 

some poor communities.  I have met people, who were poor in my 

view, who lived peaceful, happy and contented lives – they were 

actually wealthy!  (As we retuned to our “humble home”, we realised 

that we were very wealthy!) 

 

Contentment is a wonderful state of mind.  We have what we really 

need, and that is enough.  We live free from the oppressive rule of 

discontentment; we don‟t “have to have” more or better; we are 

already content. 

Discontent is a terrible state of mind!  We never have “enough” or 

“good enough”; “enough” is always more and “good enough” is 

always better!  It is an endless pursuit of an unreachable goal!  King 

Solomon put it like this: 
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Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves 

wealth is never satisfied with his income. 

- Ecclesiastes 5:10 (NIV) 

 

As we relate to one another, let‟s practice the magnificent ways of 

kindness and contentment! 

Let‟s extend extra kindness to those who are “on the back foot”. 

Let‟s treat everyone with equal honour and respect as we gather on 

the level ground of the Cross of Christ. 

Let‟s break free from comparison and learn to be content with our 

blessings – here we will find true wealth and prosperity! 
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14: Caring for the Needy 

 

―But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 

with him, then he will sit upon his glorious throne.  All the nations 

will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate the people as 

a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will place the 

sheep at his right hand and the goats at his left. 

―Then the King will say to those on his right, ‗Come, you who are 

blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from 

the creation of the world.  For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was 

thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited 

me into your home.  I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was 

sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.‘ 

―Then these righteous ones will reply, ‗Lord, when did we ever see 

you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to 

drink?  Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give 

you clothing?  When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit 

you?‘ 

―And the King will say, ‗I tell you the truth, when you did it to one 

of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to 

me!‘ 

―Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‗Away with 

you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 

and his demons.  For I was hungry, and you didn‘t feed me. I was 

thirsty, and you didn‘t give me a drink.  I was a stranger, and you 

didn‘t invite me into your home. I was naked, and you didn‘t give 

me clothing. I was sick and in prison, and you didn‘t visit me.‘ 

―Then they will reply, ‗Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or 

thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help 

you?‘ 

―And he will answer, ‗I tell you the truth, when you refused to help 

the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help 

me.‘ 
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―And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 

will go into eternal life.‖ 

- Matthew 25:31-46 (NLT) 

 

“God helps those who help themselves.” 

This statement is sometimes repeated with such authority that you 

may think it is a quotation the Bible – but it isn‟t.  On the contrary, 

the Bible has a lot to say about the importance of caring for those in 

need! 

The Jewish Law teaches people how to practically care for the poor, 

the orphan, the widow and the foreigner.  So Jesus was not 

presenting a new thought to his Jewish listeners; he was affirming 

their laws.  He was telling them that God requires us to care for the 

needy!  This is not an option or a good idea; it is a command! 

 

Jesus presents a clear and compelling picture of the plight of the 

needy: 

―I was hungry...  I was thirsty...  I was a stranger...  I was naked...  

I was sick...  I was in prison...‖ 

And Jesus matches their needs with simple practical acts of kindness: 

―...you fed me....  you gave me a drink...  you invited me into your 

home...  you gave me clothing...  you cared for me...  you visited 

me...‖ 

We don‟t need great intellect to understand this – it‟s a simple, clear 

message!  Here is a list of situations that no-one wants to be in – and 

simple acts that help those who are in these situations.  We need to 

recognise those in need – and then do something to help! 

 

The problem for some of us is that we read this in general or global 

terms and it sounds overwhelming.  The need is so great!  There are 

so many hungry people!  There are so many lonely people!  There 
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are so many needs!  How can we possibly “solve the world‟s 

problems”?  Is it not an impossible situation?  Is there any point in 

even trying? 

These days we can look at the statistics and the media, and the 

enormous needs presented can overwhelm us into passivity.  But 

Jesus does not ask you to help the whole world – just the ones on 

your doorstep: 

―...when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and 

sisters, you were doing it to me!‖ 

 

Some years ago, friends needed to urgently raise funds for a life-

saving operation for their son.  The amount required was really 

daunting, far beyond any of our means.  Knowing that we had to do 

something, we started a “viral” email and internet campaign – and 

the funds came in.  Afterwards, the mother made a profound 

observation: the money did not come from a few wealthy people or 

big companies, but from a large number of very ordinary people 

(including old-age pensioners and unskilled labourers) who each 

gave the little they could.  She likened it to a vast army of tiny ants! 

You and I may only be able to help a few people – we may not have 

great resources or wide access to the needy.  But imagine if everyone 

who had a little to give helped just a few people around them – what 

seems impossible suddenly becomes achievable! 

―...when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and 

sisters, you were doing it to me!‖ 

 

You may have found some of the preceding chapters challenging to 

read (some were definitely challenging to write) because they 

contain “big challenges”.  Let this chapter inspire you to live out 

your faith in simple, achievable ways, doing “small” things – like 

giving someone in need some food, water or clothing... like inviting 

a new person into your home for coffee or a meal... like taking a 

meal or medicine to someone who is sick... or like visiting a person 

who is suddenly put in prison. 
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It won‟t “change the world” in itself – but it may transform a life.  It 

will most certainly please God!  And if we all do the little we can to 

the few we know, the results will be spectacular! 

 

Acts 2 describes a community that lived like this: 

All the believers were together and had everything in common.   

Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had 

need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 

courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad 

and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 

being saved. 

- Acts 2:44-47 (NIV) 

This may sound extreme – it may be radically different from your 

experience of community.  Let‟s not let it intimidate us or alienate us; 

rather let it inspire us!  Just imagine if our communities became 

more like that one!  Just imagine if each one of us decided to make 

the difference we can! 

If we did, this could describe our community! 

 



64 

15 Unity and Community 

 

"So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. 

Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.  Your love for 

one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.‖ 

- John 13:34-35 (NLT) 

 

Jesus taught his disciples to live as a community.  This community 

was to be based on a love for one another – a love that was so strong 

that it could be likened to Jesus‟ love.  This depth of love would be 

the proof to the world that they were true disciples of Jesus. 

The early church described in Acts lived in this kind of community 

(see Acts 2:44-47 on the previous page).  They were “all together”.  

They “had everything in common”.  They sold personal possessions 

to help others who were in need.  They met regularly in public and in 

each other‟s homes.  Outsiders saw something magnificent and 

compelling in this community – and came to faith in Jesus. 

This is very different from the loose association that many people 

experience today as “church members”!  For some, unity and 

community amount to little more than semi-regular attendance of 

Sunday meetings in the same venue! 

 

Listen to the cry of Jesus‟ heart as he prayed for us before going to 

the cross: 

―I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will 

ever believe in me through their message.  I pray that they will all 

be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I 

am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you 

sent me. 

―I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as 

we are one.  I am in them and you are in me. May they experience 

such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and 
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that you love them as much as you love me.‖ 

- John 17:20-23 (NLT) 

Jesus prayed that all who would come to believe in him would enjoy 

an experience of unity in community that is best described as being 

“one”.  He prayed for such a magnificent unity that those who saw it 

would believe that God loves them and sent Jesus to save them! 

This prayer includes us!   O that this cry of the heart of Jesus would 

stir us to pursue greater unity in the family of God!  O for a vision of 

a unity so magnificent that it convinces those who have yet to believe 

in Jesus that he is Saviour! 

 

I have experienced close community in churches and can testify that 

it is both beautiful and compelling!  It is noticed and admired by 

visitors and by onlookers in the community.  The love is visible and 

tangible, and this is a powerful testimony for Jesus! 

Sadly, I have also seen churches that do not enjoy this level of 

community.  There are some churches where people simply “go to 

church on Sunday”, and there is a very limited experience of 

community.  Particularly, I have observed two cultural mindsets that 

really hinder community: 

The first is a culture or mindset of independence.  This is where we 

have been taught to value autonomy and privacy very highly – so 

community is seen as unnecessary, as irrelevant, or even as an 

invasion of privacy. 

The second is a culture or mindset of “consumerism”.  This is where 

“the customer is king” – where we pay for services and expect 

pleasing performance from the service providers.  With such a 

mindset, we can see the church as a kind of “service provider” that 

exists to meet our personal needs.  In this case, community seems to 

be an inconvenient, even inappropriate, demand on us. 

These mindsets keep us from becoming the magnificent community 

that Jesus wants us to enjoy.  They also keep us from presenting a 

compelling call to the world to believe in Jesus.  So we need to ask 
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Jesus to give us his vision of community; to show us what we could 

(and should) be enjoying.  That will surely power us through our 

barriers and lead us into community! 

 

Addressing independence, Paul wrote to the church in Corinth: 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

-1 Corinthians 12:27 (NIV) 

Addressing “consumerism”, Peter wrote: 

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 

faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 

- 1 Peter 4:10 (NIV) 

When we come to faith in Jesus, we are born again into the family of 

God – also called the “Body of Christ”.  We become part of this 

community whether we like it or not! 

The image of a body is a powerful one.  Body parts cannot survive 

independently; they stay alive and have their significance when they 

are functioning in their correct place in the body.  Cut a part out and 

the part dies – and the body loses the benefit of their function.  The 

body needs each part to function fully – and each part needs the body 

to survive.  When each one of us “faithfully administers God‟s grace 

in its various forms”, the Body is healthy.  When we bless the Body, 

the Body can bless us! 

We need community – and the community needs us! 

 

The life that Jesus has for us is magnificent, but the world we must 

live it in can be really tough at times.  Sometimes we may struggle.  

Sometimes we may feel discouraged.  There may even be times 

when we feel like giving up. 

This is when we need the family of God, the “Body of Christ” to 

help us.  We need others to “administer God‟s grace” to us, to 

strengthen us in our time of weakness. 
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...let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the 

habit of doing, but let us encourage one another... 

- Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV) 

When we are struggling, it is good to know that we don‟t have to 

struggle alone; we can draw strength and encouragement from those 

in our family who are strong.  Later, when we are strong, we can 

strengthen and encourage others who are struggling!  Healthy, loving 

communities provide an environment of shared strength – this is 

where we want to live!  It can be inconvenient.  It can be messy.  It 

can be hard work sometimes.  But it is SO worth the effort! 

 

As believers in Jesus, we are born into the family of God and 

therefore into community.  Unity and community please Jesus.  Unity 

and community reveal Jesus to those who are yet to believe.  Unity 

and community provide grace and courage to all members in their 

time of need. 

Let‟s take our places in the Body of Christ!  Let‟s “do our bit” to 

cultivate unity and build community – it is a beautiful way to live! 
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16: Paying your Dues 

 

Then the Pharisees met together to plot how to trap Jesus into 

saying something for which he could be arrested. They sent some of 

their disciples, along with the supporters of Herod, to meet with 

him. ―Teacher,‖ they said, ―we know how honest you are. You 

teach the way of God truthfully. You are impartial and don‘t play 

favourites. Now tell us what you think about this: Is it right to pay 

taxes to Caesar or not?‖ 

But Jesus knew their evil motives. ―You hypocrites!‖ he said. ―Why 

are you trying to trap me?  Here, show me the coin used for the 

tax.‖ When they handed him a Roman coin, he asked, ―Whose 

picture and title are stamped on it?‖ ―Caesar‘s,‖ they replied. 

―Well, then,‖ he said, ―give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and 

give to God what belongs to God.‖ His reply amazed them, and 

they went away. 

- Matthew 22:15-22 (NLT) 

 

“Born free... taxed to death!” grumbled a car bumper sticker.  

Perhaps you feel this way?  When financial pressures are high, when 

we disagree with government spending practice, or when our roads 

are in desperate of need repair, we may resent paying taxes.  The 

Jewish people certainly did, because they were being taxed by 

another nation – the Roman Empire.  Surely “God‟s chosen nation” 

should not be taxed by an ungodly, oppressive foreign empire? 

Yet Jesus taught them to pay their taxes.  “Give to Caesar what 

belongs to Caesar.”  He did not explain why at this time; he just told 

them to do it. 

Paul the apostle gave some explanation to the Christians in Rome: 

―Everyone must submit to governing authorities.  For all authority 

comes from God, and those in positions of authority have been 

placed there by God... Pay your taxes, too... government workers 

need to be paid.‖ 
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- Romans 13:1, 6 (NLT) 

It is unfortunate that governments are not always efficient or 

effective.  They do not always do things the way we would like them 

to.  The Roman Empire certainly didn‟t meet the desires or standards 

of the Christian community (they were marginalised and persecuted 

for their faith) – but Paul urged them to “be good citizens” and pay 

their taxes.  His reasoning is simple: God is the ultimate authority 

and he has allowed our governments to come to power.  Ultimately 

he will deal with them for how they have ruled.  Our role as 

Christians is to be good citizens; to obey the law and to pay our 

taxes. 

 

To some of us, this is offensive.  Perhaps you have been taught this 

about your income: “I worked for it; I earned it; it is therefore mine 

to use as I please.”  God says otherwise: 

You may say to yourself, ―My power and the strength of my hands 

have produced this wealth for me.‖  But remember the LORD your 

God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth... 

- Deuteronomy 8:17-18 (NIV) 

God reminds us that he gave us whatever abilities we have; so 

whatever wealth we gain is ultimately from him.  He therefore has 

every right to tell us what to do with our money! 

So let‟s “give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to God 

what belongs to God.” 

 

We give to “Caesar” what is due – we pay our taxes.  What about 

God?  Jesus didn‟t explain – but to the Jewish hearer, no explanation 

was necessary.  Normal practice for Jews was to “tithe” – to bring a 

tenth of their income to the temple.  This sustained the priesthood. 

When Jesus rebuked the Pharisees, it was not for failing to tithe; they 

actually went to great pains to make sure that they gave their tithe 

correctly and comprehensively: 
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―What sorrow awaits you Pharisees! For you are careful to tithe 

even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore 

justice and the love of God. You should tithe, yes, but do not 

neglect the more important things.‖ 

- Luke 11:42 (NLT) 

In the Christian community, different groups interpret Jesus‟ words 

on tithing differently; but face-value reading certainly indicates that 

Jesus endorsed the tithe – and he instructs his followers to “give to 

God what belongs to God.”  As taxes pay the salaries of government 

workers, so tithes pay the salaries of those who serve the church on a 

full-time basis.  The apostle Paul explained it like this to the church 

leader Timothy: 

―Elders who do their work well should be respected and paid well, 

especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.  For 

the Scripture says, ―You must not muzzle and ox to keep it from 

eating as it treads out the grain.‖ 

- 1 Timothy 5:17-18 (NLT) 

 

Let‟s be “good citizens” and “pay our dues” – it is an excellent way! 
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17: Honouring the Gifts of Marriage and Sexuality 

 

Some Pharisees came and tried to trap him with this question: 

―Should a man be allowed to divorce his wife for just any reason?‖ 

―Haven‘t you read the Scriptures?‖ Jesus replied. ―They record 

that from the beginning ‗God made them male and female.‘ ‖ And 

he said, ―‗This explains why a man leaves his father and mother 

and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.‘  Since 

they are no longer two but one, let no one split apart what God has 

joined together.‖ 

―Then why did Moses say in the law that a man could give his wife 

a written notice of divorce and send her away?‖ they asked. 

Jesus replied, ―Moses permitted divorce only as a concession to 

your hard hearts, but it was not what God had originally 

intended.‖ 

- Matthew 19:3-8 (NLT) 

 

A great marriage is a truly beautiful thing.  I am privileged to have 

enjoyed 26 years (so far) of marriage to the lady I still regard as my 

“beloved”.  In spite of our many “imperfect moments”, we love 

being married, and we love to help others strengthen their marriages. 

Yet an unhealthy marriage can be a terrible thing!  We have 

witnessed enormous pain in some desperately unhappy marriages.  I 

remember a daughter pleading with me to counsel her parents to 

divorce before they hurt one another any more.  We didn‟t take her 

advice – and nor did they.  They went to God for help and God got 

them through their crisis.  We have seen marriages rescued from 

seemingly hopeless places by the grace of God.  Sadly, we have also 

seen marriages fail. 

In this text, Jesus represents the design and the heart of God for 

marriage.  God created mankind male and female – not to contradict 

or hinder each other, but to complement and complete each other.  

He designed male and female to “fill the gaps” in each other, to live a 
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shared, complete life best described as “the two are united into one”. 

God designed men and women for marriage and he is passionate 

about his design.  He actually does the joining himself!  We decide to 

marry, but it is God who makes the two one.  And he stands by his 

work, commanding all others not to interfere with the union he has 

made: 

―...let no one split apart what God has joined together.‖ 

 

Yet we do.  We tolerate, even endorse, a third person coming 

between a married couple and splitting apart what God has joined.  

Infidelity is romanticised and justified in “soap operas” and movies.  

Marriage is mocked as an “outdated institution” (“and who wants to 

live in an institution?!”), so couples simply live together.  When 

couples do marry, many enter into marriage with plans already in 

place for divorce “if things don‟t work out”. 

Marriage problems are not a new phenomenon.  Moses had to deal 

with unhealthy marriages.  As a concession, he gave the Jews a legal 

framework for divorce.  This framework became so widely used that 

divorce became a common practice (as it is in many cultures today) –

so this question was asked of Jesus: 

―Should a man be allowed to divorce his wife for just any reason?‖ 

Jesus took his audience back to Genesis, to see God‟s design and 

heart for marriage.  This is not God‟s design nor is it his desire! 

Yet, as Jesus explained, the human heart can grow hard, and a 

marriage can fail.  So Moses – and many modern legal systems today 

– provided a legal framework for divorce. 

―Moses permitted divorce only as a concession to your hard 

hearts, but it was not what God had originally intended.‖ 

 

Marriage is part of God‟s magnificent way of living.  When we live 

married life according to his design, it is a truly magnificent way of 

life.  When we face difficulties, we can expect God‟s support in 
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working through them – as its inventor, he is more passionate about 

marriage than anyone else is!  We have seen God rescue and restore 

“impossible” marriages and can testify that God is both willing and 

able! 

It is beyond the scope of this book to lay out God‟s design for 

marriage.  Fortunately, a number of authors have done this job 

excellently.  There are also counsellors who can “walk with you” 

should you find yourself in an unhealthy marriage.  If you are in an 

unhappy marriage, seek help from God and from wise counsellors – 

let God restore your marriage to the magnificent relationship it was 

designed to be! 

 

While there are many reasons why marriages fail, one of the 

common root causes is misplaced sexual activity.  The Biblical 

teaching that sexual activity is reserved for marriage is foreign to 

many; to some it even sounds ludicrous.  The “sexual revolution” has 

preached mantras such as “if it feels good, do it” and has reduced 

questions of sexual ethics to “how far can I go?” or “what can I get 

away with?” 

Jesus went “straight to the root” when he taught on sexual purity: 

―You have heard the commandment that says, ‗You must not 

commit adultery.‘  But I say, anyone who even looks at a woman 

with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  So 

if your eye – even your good eye – causes you to lust, gouge it out 

and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body 

than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  And if your hand 

– even your stronger hand – causes you to sin, cut it off and throw 

it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for 

your whole body to be thrown into hell." 

- Matthew 5:27-30 (NLT) 

Our sexual behaviour actually begins in our minds and in our hearts.  

If we regard a person as an “object of sexual desire”, we have 

already set out on the road to acting this out.  So the answer to the 

question “how far can I go?” is simple: “Don‘t start!  Don‟t even 
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think about it!  Don‟t look with lust and don‟t touch with lust!” 

This may sound ridiculous to some; but this is what Jesus taught.  

After careful reflection, you will find that it actually makes sense – 

because “just a look” and “just a touch” open the door to “the next 

step”... and the next...  It‟s a story many people will tell you.  Few 

people woke up one morning and spontaneously decided to commit 

adultery, or to become promiscuous or perverted.  For most, it was a 

journey of small steps that took them there.  So Jesus says, “Don‟t 

start the journey!  If you have started, then stop it at all costs – even 

if it requires extreme action!” 

 

The call to sexual purity and to marital faithfulness may be contrary 

to your culture, but it is what Jesus taught.  Observing the fruit of 

cultures that teach otherwise will surely confirm their folly, but our 

cultural forces can be very strong.  It takes conviction and courage to 

“go against the flow” and follow Jesus on these matters!  You may 

even feel like you are starting a counter-revolution! 

I dare you to! 
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18: Serving with your Power 

 

Then the mother of James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to 

Jesus with her sons. She knelt respectfully to ask a favour. 

―What is your request?‖ he asked. She replied, ―In your Kingdom, 

please let my two sons sit in places of honour next to you, one on 

your right and the other on your left.‖ 

...When the ten other disciples heard what James and John had 

asked, they were indignant. But Jesus called them together and 

said, ―You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their 

people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them.  

But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader 

among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first 

among you must become your slave.  For even the Son of Man 

came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.‖ 

- Matthew 20:20-21, 24-28 (NLT) 

 

―Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely‖ 

- Lord Acton 

 

Mankind has a tragic history of abuse of power.  Lord Acton‟s 

observation is supported by an alarming amount of evidence.  So as 

we seek to learn God‟s magnificent design for life, we should closely 

examine what he has to say about power! 

By now you should be getting used to Jesus‟ teaching being counter-

culture – so it should not be a great surprise that he presents a 

startlingly different view on power! 

―You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their people, 

and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. 

But among you it will be different...‖ 
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Jesus does not oppose authority itself, but the misuse of authority.  

He explained that governance is not for the benefit of the governors, 

but for the people who they govern! 

We often see the opposite – as did Jesus and his disciples.  We see 

people aspire to positions of power for personal benefit.  We see our 

leaders earning the highest salaries, living in the finest homes and 

neighbourhoods, driving the finest cars and wearing the finest 

clothes.  This is not confined to business and politics; it has invaded 

the church as well.  It had certainly invaded the thinking of Jesus‟ 

disciples! 

Jesus explains: the prevailing culture is one of seeking position, 

status and power – and all of this for personal benefit.  But this is not 

God‟s way – and God‟s leaders must not operate like this: 

―But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader 

among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first 

among you must become your slave.  For even the Son of Man 

came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.‖ 

The King of Kings, the Master of Masters, did not come to be served 

by mankind, but to serve mankind!  Jesus did not come to ―live like a 

king‖ – he came to show how a king should live!  He literally laid 

down his life – that‟s extreme servanthood! 

 

God‟s design for authority is that it should serve the people.  If we 

are aspiring to be great leaders, we should be aspiring to serve and to 

sacrifice for the good of the people we lead.  Some use the term 

“servant leadership” or “serving through leadership” to describe this 

leadership approach. 

John records a poignant moment shortly before Jesus‟ crucifixion, 

when Jesus gave an “object lesson” that amazed them: 

Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had 

come to leave this world and return to his Father. He had loved his 

disciples during his ministry on earth, and now he loved them to 

the very end.  It was time for supper, and the devil had already 



77 

prompted Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew 

that the Father had given him authority over everything and that 

he had come from God and would return to God. So he got up from 

the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, and 

poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples‘ 

feet, drying them with the towel he had around him. 

...After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down 

and asked, ―Do you understand what I was doing?  You call me 

‗Teacher‘ and ‗Lord,‘ and you are right, because that‘s what I am.  

And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 

ought to wash each other‘s feet.  I have given you an example to 

follow. Do as I have done to you.‖ 

- John 13:1-5, 12-15 (NLT) 

I am confident that this was one lesson the disciples never forgot!  

Jesus had already spoken to them about serving through leadership, 

but here he demonstrated it by physically doing the work of a servant 

for his disciples.  Then he told them to follow his example – to not 

merely have the attitude of a servant, but to serve through practical 

action.  This is God‟s way of leadership – serving your people! 

 

This kind of power does not corrupt!  This kind of power makes 

things better – it is a redeeming power.  This is what the King of 

Kings did – and still does! 

If you have any degree of power – from influence over a small group 

of people such as your family, to authority over a nation – please let 

the example of Jesus inspire you to use that power for the good of 

those you influence!  This kind of leadership is truly magnificent! 
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ME: “INNER PEACE” 
 

 

 

True peace comes  

when 

God transforms our “inner world” 
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19: Our Source of True Peace 

 

―I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on 

earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, 

because I have overcome the world.‖ 

- John 16:33 (NLT) 

 

Peace... who doesn‟t want peace?!  Yet peace seems so elusive to so 

many.  Even previously peaceful cultures and idyllic islands are 

having their peace disturbed by political or economic upheaval, 

religious intolerance and even natural disasters. 

Jesus gave his disciples a blunt “reality check”: 

―Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows.‖ 

Things will go wrong – many times!  That does not sound like good 

news!  Jesus had just listed some of the disciples‟ impending trials 

and sorrows; he gave his disciples a “heads up” warning so that they 

would not panic when these things happened. 

Yet in spite of this “bad news”, Jesus said that we can have peace in 

the midst of trials – peace founded not on circumstance, but on him.  

We may not be able to enjoy “outer peace”, but we can enjoy “inner 

peace”! 

 

This peace, Jesus says, is a gift from him.  It is a peace “in him”.  

No-one else – and nothing else – can give this peace to us: 

―I am leaving you with a gift – peace of mind and heart. And the 

peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don‘t be troubled or 

afraid.‖ 

- John 14:27 (NLT) 
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If we are looking to politicians, economists, generals or any other 

human leader for peace, we will inevitably be disappointed.  They 

may bring a weak form of peace for a limited time, but they cannot 

bring true, lasting, inner peace.  That is a precious gift that only Jesus 

can bring. 

 

How do we get to enjoy this peace that Jesus offers?  Here are two 

pieces of advice from the apostle Paul – a man who knew inner 

peace in the midst of incredible trials.  (You can read a list of some of 

his trials in 2 Corinthians 11:23-29, but they included floggings, 

stoning, imprisonment and being shipwrecked.) 

 

Turn worry into thankful prayer 

Don‘t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell 

God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you 

will experience God‘s peace, which exceeds anything we can 

understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you 

live in Christ Jesus. 

- Philippians 4:6-7 (NLT) 

Paul does not deny that we will have things worth worrying about; 

but he tells us to pray when worry strikes.  For many of us, our 

normal reflex is to worry about the things that threaten us in any 

way; we need to replace that “worry reflex” with a new one – prayer.  

When we find ourselves thinking about what is going wrong, or what 

could go wrong, we need to stop thinking and start praying! 

As we “tell God what we need”, Paul teaches us that it is important 

that we also “thank him for all he has already done”.  Thanking God 

for what he has already done achieves many things.  Firstly, it brings 

God‟s goodness and power more fully into our thinking.  Secondly, it 

strengthens our faith – if God fixed that problem, he can surely fix 

this one that has been worrying us!  Thirdly, it brings positive 

memories into our thinking, and brightens our mood. 
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Thankful prayer helps us to positively engage with God in the midst 

of trials.  It does not ignore the problems, but views them next to God 

– the one who is far greater!  The problems may be far greater than 

we are – but God is far greater than the problems!  Faith rises... and 

peace follows! 

 

Let the peace of God “rule” you 

And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For 

as members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always 

be thankful. 

- Colossians 3:15 (NLT) 

Paul gives a different perspective on peace here.  Peace is not 

presented as something to gain, but as something to direct us.  The 

word translated “rule” means “be an umpire, direct, govern”.  Here‟s 

the logic: if peace comes from Christ, then let your peace – or lack 

thereof – direct you towards his will for you. 

For example, God may prompt you to do something that surprises 

you.  You can think of several good reasons not to do it, so you don‟t.  

But the thought won‟t go away; it bothers you (no peace) until you 

decide to act in faith.  As you obey, peace comes.  Conversely, you 

can pursue what seemed like a “God idea”, but you have no inner 

peace as you do so.  You let the idea go, and peace comes. 

I wish I could say it‟s always that simple, but experience says it isn‟t!  

Sometimes our personal desires are too strong – so they rule.  

Sometimes our personal insecurities are too strong – so they rule.  

Sometimes the situation is too big and scary – so fear rules. 

Letting the peace of God rule is a magnificent way that may require a 

lot of practice!  We need to learn to recognise the “other voices” that 

can rule us – and learn how to dismiss them.  It‟s a journey. 
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The foundation of peace 

It is fitting to close the chapter on peace with the foundation of 

peace.  True peace begins with peace with God.  Until we are in 

“right standing” with God, we will never enjoy true, lasting inner 

peace.  Jesus came to reconcile us to God – to make peace between 

us possible – so putting our faith in him and embracing this peace is 

the essential first step of our journey towards a life of peace. 

Without this foundation, all of the steps mentioned are at best “self 

help” and “positive thinking”.  With this foundation, we build upon 

our peace with God, and this becomes a supernaturally empowered 

journey! 

 

God offers his children true peace.  This peace comes from Jesus as a 

gift.  He wants us to enjoy this peace!  So we have Jesus as the 

source of peace and Jesus as the empowerer to receive his peace.  It 

is therefore absolutely possible for us to enjoy this peace! 

Peace be with you! 
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20: Our Source of True Power 

 

Having read thus far, it is likely that you have been challenged to 

make some significant changes.  This chapter is intended to help you 

to draw from God the power you need to do so! 

 

―I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener.  He cuts 

off every branch of mine that doesn‘t produce fruit, and he prunes 

the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more.  

You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have 

given you. 

―Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot 

produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be 

fruitful unless you remain in me. Yes, I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce 

much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.  Anyone who 

does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and 

withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned.‖ 

- John 15:1-6 (NLT) 

 

Jesus likens the positive changes we want to see in our lives to fruit; 

specifically, to grapes that grow from branches on a vine.  In contrast 

to common exhortations to “try harder”, “work smarter” and “follow 

these steps”, Jesus presents a very different path to fruitfulness. 

Picture a vineyard.  Can you hear the cries of the branches trying 

everything they know to push out bigger and better fruit?  Can you 

hear them listening to lectures on “ten steps to becoming a better 

branch”?  (If you can, you may need to seek professional help!) 

Jesus presents what some would call “an organic process”.  Healthy 

branches produce good fruit naturally.  It‟s “what they do” – they 

were created to naturally produce fruit. 

 



84 

Jesus also presents a humbling reality: the branch does not bear fruit 

because it‘s a ―good branch‖, but because it is well connected into 

the main vine.  The life comes from the vine; the branches simply 

allow the life to flow through them to produce fruit. 

The humbling lesson continues: the branch does not become more 

fruitful because of age or experience, but because the gardener 

prunes it!  Life originates in the vine – and greater fruitfulness is 

brought about by the gardener. 

 

So what does the branch do?  What is our part in this? 

Jesus tells us: Connect with me!  And stay connected with me! 

―Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot 

produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be 

fruitful unless you remain in me. Yes, I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce 

much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.‖ 

We don‟t “have what it takes” in ourselves to live this magnificent 

life – Jesus does.  We don‟t have the ability to transform ourselves 

into better branches – God the Father does.  If you feel unable to live 

up to the magnificent ways that we have learned in this book, you are 

right!  You cannot do this on your own! 

For us to live the magnificent life Jesus offers us, we have to humbly 

draw near to Jesus – and humbly stay near to Jesus.  We have to 

maintain a posture of humble dependence on him. 

This begins with a realisation of dependence – coupled with a 

decision to live in dependence.  It is outworked in a consistent 

refusal to act independently of God, following Jesus example: 

―I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself.  He does 

only what he sees the Father doing.  Whatever the Father does, the 

Son also does.‖ 

- John 5:19 (NLT) 
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What does this look like practically? 

 

Prayer 

Connecting with God and depending on him certainly involves 

spending time in prayer; Jesus modelled this. 

Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. 

- Luke 5:16 (NIV) 

Prayer gives us the opportunity to “connect” with God.  This is not a 

religious ritual; it is taking time out to engage with God.  We take 

time to speak to God.  We sit quietly to give him the opportunity to 

speak to us.  We take time to simply be in his presence and allow him 

to work supernaturally within us. 

Prayer involves “pausing”.  We pause from our normal activity.  We 

pause from our normal thinking and planning.  We pause from 

conversation with others.  We do this because we know we need 

God; so as we do this, we practically affirm God as our source. 

 

Learning 

Another aspect of depending on God is to learn his ways and put 

them into practice.  So spending time reading the Bible as our 

“manual” is very helpful.  Again, this is not a religious ritual; this is 

taking time to learn God‟s ways.  It is also often a time when we 

“hear from God” because Scripture often shows us what to do, or 

how to do something.  The apostle Paul wrote of Scripture: 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is 

true and to make us realise what is wrong in our lives. 

- 2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT) 

So taking time to “read the manual” is a time of humble submission 

to the instruction of God.  That‟s time well spent! 
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Co-operation 

Of course, this instruction is only helpful if we put it into practice!  

Learning God‟s ways can be inspiring, but our lives will only change 

when we put these things into practice!  So a vital third habit to 

practice is co-operating with him: 

Then Jesus said, ―Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you. 

Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy to bear, and 

the burden I give you is light.‖ 

- Matthew 11:28-30 (NLT) 

Another picture of our connection with Jesus is that of two oxen 

yoked together.  Jesus tells us to “get yoked in” with him.  This 

means we have to walk in his direction, in his time and at his pace.  

In other words, we live his way! 

To some, this may sound dreadfully confining – having a yoke on us 

sounds heavy and constrictive.  But Jesus says that his yoke is easy 

to bear; it‟s a light burden.  It‟s easy and light because it is Jesus who 

we are yoking in with; we are “yoking in with God”!  This is a very 

unbalanced partnership; tiny little me is yoked with all-powerful 

Jesus!  He has all the power and all the knowledge!  He knows the 

best way to do everything! 

When we understand this principle, we realise that living in 

obedience to God is the best way we could ever live! 

 

Spiritual Power 

As we consider our connection with Jesus, we must carefully 

consider the nature of the life of God that flows into us: 

On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and shouted 

to the crowds, ―Anyone who is thirsty may come to me!  Anyone 

who believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures 

declare, ‗Rivers of living water will flow from his heart.‘‖ 
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(When he said ―living water,‖ he was speaking of the Spirit, who 

would be given to everyone believing in him. But the Spirit had not 

yet been given, because Jesus had not yet entered into his glory.) 

- John 7:37-39 (NLT) 

At the risk of mixing metaphors here, the life that flows from the 

vine to the branch can be likened to “living water”.  Living water 

comes from Jesus and becomes like a life-giving river that flows into 

us, through us, and out of us. 

John explains that this “living water” Jesus spoke of is spiritual, not 

physical.  Jesus was referring to the work of the Holy Spirit. 

One of the last things Jesus said to his disciples was about the work 

of the Holy Spirit: 

Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, ―Do not 

leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as 

I told you before.  John baptized with water, but in just a few days 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit. 

...But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. 

And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 

everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth.‖ 

- Acts 1:4-5, 8 (NLT) 

Jesus commanded his disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit before 

going out to make disciples.  For us to do the work of God, we first 

need to be empowered by God. 

So the disciples waited.  As promised, in his time, the Holy Spirit 

came upon them – and they received a supernatural empowering.  

That day, Peter – the man who had recently denied Jesus three times 

– preached the first gospel message with great confidence, clarity 

and authority.  About three thousand people put their faith in Jesus 

that day! 
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The empowering of the Holy Spirit is the essential living water that 

must flow into us and through us if we are to live Jesus‟ most 

magnificent way.  This is not an “optional extra”; this is “mission 

critical”! 

Entire books have been written about the workings of the Holy 

Spirit.  Yet unschooled, illiterate men and women could – and still 

can – enjoy his glorious work. 

Here‟s a simple presentation on the matter from Jesus: 

―Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a 

snake instead?   Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?   

If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the 

Holy Spirit to those who ask him!‖ 

- Luke 11:11-13 (NIV) 

God is the perfect father – so we can trust him to give us good gifts – 

including the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

We can also trust him not to give us bad things when we ask for 

good.  The gift of the Holy Spirit is good for us!  This is important 

for some to hear, because some are afraid that the Holy Spirit will 

make them do crazy things!  We can trust God not to trick us by 

giving us a proverbial snake or scorpion! 

What do we have to do?  Attend a five week course to correct our 

theology?  Follow a ritual?  Jesus‟ answer is simple: 

―Ask your Heavenly Father‖! 



89 

21: Our Sense of Worth  

 

―What is the price of five sparrows – two copper coins? Yet God 

does not forget a single one of them.  And the very hairs on your 

head are all numbered. So don‘t be afraid; you are more valuable 

to God than a whole flock of sparrows.‖ 

- Luke 12:6-7 (NLT) 

 

Our sense of worth has a powerful impact on how we live.  If we feel 

worthless and insignificant, we are likely to stay in the background, 

keep quiet, and focus on “getting by”.  If we feel valuable and 

significant, we are likely to live more confidently, speak more freely 

and dare to believe that we can make an impact on the world around 

us. 

Jesus made a powerful declaration of human value in this text by 

speaking of seemingly insignificant things like sparrows and hair: 

Sparrows had little value to his listeners – but Jesus tells us that God 

remembers every single sparrow!  Those seemingly insignificant 

little sparrows matter to God – and we are of far greater value to him 

than a whole flock of sparrows! 

It is unlikely that any of Jesus‟ audience would have tried to count 

the number of hairs on their head – but God actually knows the 

number!  The little details about us that we think are insignificant 

really matter to God; we are that important to him! 

 

We are very important to God, very valuable in his sight!  We need to 

know this – really know this!  When life doesn‟t go our way, we can 

misinterpret our circumstances and conclude that we don‟t matter to 

him – but this is not true!  Jesus went on to tell his disciples that they 

would be persecuted – but that God would be with them and help 

them in the midst of their persecution. 
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Know this: Difficult circumstances do not mean that God has 

forgotten us or written us off! 

 

Two major events confirm our value: the creation and the cross. 

At the creation, God said: 

―Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us. ...So God 

created human beings in his own image.  In the image of God he 

created them; male and female he created them.‖ 

- Genesis 1:26-27 (NLT) 

We are images of God!  Of all creation, we are the ones who were 

created to be like God – created to reflect something of his glory!  

This is more than enough to make every one of us valuable and 

significant.  Before we do anything of significance, we are already 

significant – simply because we are images of God! 

 

The Cross of Christ declares all mankind to be of enormous value: 

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

- John 3:16 (NIV) 

God values us this highly – you are “to die for”!  There is no greater 

expression of love or ascribing value than this! 

 

Scripture makes it abundantly clear: we are incredibly valuable to 

God!  When we see ourselves as he sees us, we should develop a 

healthy self-image and sense of worth! 

The trouble starts when we allow our sense of worth to be 

determined by the people around us instead of by God.  Sadly, we 

may not matter very much to some of the people around us.  Some 

people may treat us with utter disrespect, even contempt.  Some may 

abuse us and others may reject us.  If our sense of value comes from 

such people, we are in very big trouble!  And sadly, this is often the 
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case.  If enough people have treated us as if we have little value, we 

can fall into the trap of believing them. 

If you have been “devalued” by people, it is likely that some damage 

needs to be healed.  We can‘t make others value us, but we can refuse 

to accept their devaluing words and deeds.  This is not easy, 

especially if people close to us have devalued us (or worse, if they 

continue to devalue us).  Their voices can ring loudest in our minds.  

It requires discipline to consistently turn away from those messages 

and listen to God‟s message instead. 

Remember this: when there are differing opinions about you, God‘s 

opinion is the correct one.  God‟s opinion carries far more “weight” 

than any human opinion!  Choose to believe what God says about 

you: you are of great worth!  You are created in the image of God!  

You are so valuable that Jesus died for you! 

 

God has spoken: you are of incredible worth!  Let his verdict stir you 

to live a magnificent life! 
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22: Our Sense of Security  

 

―That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life – whether 

you have enough food and drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn‘t 

life more than food, and your body more than clothing?  Look at 

the birds. They don‘t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for 

your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren‘t you far more valuable 

to him than they are?  Can all your worries add a single moment to 

your life? 

―And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field 

and how they grow. They don‘t work or make their clothing, yet 

Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are.  

And if God cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here 

today and thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for 

you. Why do you have so little faith? 

―So don‘t worry about these things, saying, ‗What will we eat? 

What will we drink? What will we wear?‘  These things dominate 

the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already 

knows all your needs.  Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, 

and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need. 

―So don‘t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own 

worries. Today‘s trouble is enough for today." 

- Matthew 6:25-34 (NLT) 

 

My “pet peeve” in terms of advertising is insurance advertising.  It‟s 

not that I don‟t believe in insurance; I have several insurance 

policies.  What irritates me is the “scare tactics” that some companies 

use.  What if you die young?  What if you get very sick?  What if you 

have an accident?  What if your car breaks down?  What if you are 

robbed?  What if you face legal action?  What if you lose your job? 

 

These are all real risks for many of us – and there is real wisdom in 

making provision for unforeseen events.  The danger, however, is 
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that we can become burdened by thoughts of all of these negative 

possibilities.  We can become worriers; worry can become a “thought 

habit”.  We can waste enormous amounts of mental and emotional 

energy worrying about what could go wrong.  This can exhaust us – 

yet none of these things have happened!  Energy we need for today is 

wasted on worrying about what could happen tomorrow! 

Worry is related to insecurity; we worry because we are not sure 

about the future – because it is out of our control.  Insecurity 

“shrinks” us and it holds us back.  If we feel insecure, we are 

unlikely to be bold, unlikely to take steps of faith. 

 

Jesus instructs us not to worry; but fortunately, he doesn‟t leave us 

there.  He explains why we shouldn‟t and how to break free of worry. 

 

Worry turns minor things into major things 

―Isn‘t life more than food, and your body more than clothing?‖ 

Worry lets minor things become major.  We worry about food and 

clothing, but these are “relatively minor” issues – the major issues 

are actually life and health.  We only need food and clothing if God 

keeps us alive to need them!  And Jesus reminds us that we can‟t add 

one moment to our lives by worrying!  It is God who keeps us alive! 

It may sound like word-play, but Jesus is teaching us perspective.  

The things that really count – the major things – are in God‟s hands – 

and if we can trust him with our very lives, then we can surely trust 

him with the “lesser details”! 

 

Worry turns our focus away from our true source of provision 

―Look at the birds. They don‘t plant or harvest or store food in 

barns, for your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren‘t you far 

more valuable to him than they are?‖ 

Life is what really counts – and God is superbly good at sustaining 

life!  He demonstrates his generous sustenance in the way he sustains 
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his “less significant” creations.  Birds just get on with being birds, 

and God provides their food!  If he makes sure that there is food for 

the birds, he will surely take care of us – remember, we are far more 

valuable! 

Worry gets us focussed on “the barn” – the place where we store 

things up for the proverbial “rainy day”.  Is it big enough?  Is it full 

enough?  Is it secure enough?  Jesus reminds us that our source is not 

the barn (or the bank), but our Heavenly Father! 

 

Worry overlooks the generosity of God 

―And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field 

and how they grow. They don‘t work or make their clothing, yet 

Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are.  

And if God cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here 

today and thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for 

you. Why do you have so little faith?‖ 

Wild flowers are a remarkable reminder of God‟s generosity.  No-one 

planted them or tends them, yet they are often spectacularly 

beautiful!  You can climb a mountain or walk into a forest and find 

beautiful flowers where nobody lives; they‟re just there! 

This is a beautiful picture of God‟s generous provision.  He does far 

more than is necessary.  He does not just sustain things, he makes 

things beautiful!  This generous God is our Heavenly Father – he will 

surely provide more than adequately for his children! 

 

Worry overlooks the fatherhood of God 

―These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your 

heavenly Father already knows all your needs.‖ 

Worry actually belongs to the unbeliever, not to the believer!  The 

believer has a Heavenly Father who knows all their needs; the 

unbeliever does not have this assurance.  If God is our Heavenly 

Father who already knows all our needs, why should we worry? 
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Worry indicates that we have lost sight of this heavenly reality.  

Things around us have captured our attention and caused us to 

momentarily forget that we are children of God!  When worry 

strikes, we need to remember who we are – God‟s children! 

 

Worry shows that we are trying to do God’s job 

―Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and 

he will give you everything you need.‖ 

God is the one who is willing and able to take care of things that are 

beyond us.  He gives us life.  He knows exactly what we need and is 

able to provide it all.  We can‟t do any of that; that is God‟s job!  Our 

job is to get on with the things that God has given us to attend to! 

The trouble starts when we stop doing our job and try to do his!  It is 

extremely stressful trying to be God!  In contrast, it is extremely 

liberating to humbly take Jesus‟ counsel in this: focus on glorifying 

and obeying God, and let him do his job! 

 

Worry distracts us from our present tasks or challenges 

Sometimes advice on worry can seem out of touch with reality.  We 

have very real, very present problems; are we being asked to live in 

denial?  Jesus‟ conclusion is very “real”: 

―So don‘t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own 

worries. Today‘s trouble is enough for today." 

We will have problems today – and we will have problems 

tomorrow.  God will give us today the capacity to deal with the 

challenges of today – and he will give us the capacity tomorrow to 

deal with tomorrow.  Worrying about what may or may not happen 

tomorrow will wear us out and steal from us the energy we need to 

deal with today!   So Jesus‟ last piece of advice is to deal today with 

what happens today – and trust God with whatever may or may not 

happen tomorrow! 
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Turning these lessons into positive conclusions: 

1. Don‟t let “relatively minor” things become “major” things to you. 

2. Remember that God is already taking care of the major things. 

3. Remember that God is your ultimate provider. 

4. Remember that God is generous as well as able. 

5. Remember that God is your Heavenly Father. 

6. Focus on doing your job and let God do his. 

7. Focus on what you are presently able to do something about. 

 

We can find many reasons to feel insecure and give in to worry; but 

when God, our Heavenly Father, is in clear view, we have every 

reason to be secure! 

Let God himself be your security! 
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23: Our Sense of Priority 

 

“This is URGENT!  It needs to happen NOW!” 

“This is MISSION CRITICAL!  It must have TOP PRIORITY!” 

A common business question is, “What priority does this issue 

deserve?”  If you ask the person who raised the issue, the answer is 

nearly always “top priority” – because it is very important to them.  

But everything can‟t have top priority – in a world of limited 

resources, we often have to decide what must come first and what we 

must say “no” to. 

Our sense of priority is revealed when “tough choices” need to be 

made.  Perhaps money is short and you have to decide between two 

significant expenses; you‟d dearly like both, but can only afford one.  

Or perhaps time is short and you have to decide between two 

significant activities; you‟d love to do both, but only have time to do 

one.  Your choice will depend on your sense of priority. 

 

The biggest question of priority is surely: 

WHO is number 1? 

When there is a difference in opinion or a difference in priority, or 

there are conflicting voices, whose voice will prevail? 

If we decide now, those decisions will be easier to make – not 

necessarily easy, but easier.  Jesus put this to his disciples in a way 

that may offend you – but it is “necessarily offensive” so that we can 

get the message! 

―If you love your father or mother more than you love me, you are 

not worthy of being mine; or if you love your son or daughter more 

than me, you are not worthy of being mine.  If you refuse to take up 

your cross and follow me, you are not worthy of being mine.  If you 

cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give up your life for 

me, you will find it." 

- Matthew 10:37-39 (NLT) 
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Ouch!  If Jesus had employed a public relations consultant, they 

would probably have resigned at that moment!  How could he say 

such a thing? 

While this message can seem offensive, it is actually extremely 

helpful – because it is a challenge to decide now who has ultimate 

priority. 

Here‟s my paraphrase: 

If I tell you to do something and this offends your parents, will you 

obey me – or give in to the pressure of your parents? 

If I tell you to do something and this offends your children, will you 

obey me – or give in to the pressure of your children? 

If I tell you to do something and you feel that this is putting you at 

personal risk, will you obey me – or give in to your self-

preservation instinct? 

Do you see the problem?  If you put others – or yourself – ahead of 

me, you will lose out on the life that I have come to give you!  You 

may make others happy, you may live a quiet life, you may enjoy 

getting your own way, but you will not live the magnificent life I 

came to give you! 

 

Inevitably, the time will come when what we want, or what others 

want, will not be the same as what Jesus wants.  He asks us to face 

this and to decide in advance – before we face the “heat of the 

moment” of that conflict: 

Who is “number one”? 

This is a tough call for those of us who like to please everyone!  We 

want to please our parents!  We want to please our children!  We 

want to please our boss!  We want to please our friends!  And of 

course we want to please God! 

Happily, there are times when we can please everyone.  Those are 

great times!  But other times will come when we can‘t – and in those 

times, we will have to make brave decisions.  We will have to decide: 
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who is number one?  Whose will shall be done? 

 

In these times of conflict, only one voice can win.  Jesus put it like 

this: 

―No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the 

other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot 

serve both God and money.‖ 

- Matthew 6:24 (NLT) 

There can only be one ultimate master.  We need to decide now: who 

will it be?  When that has been settled in our hearts, those difficult 

decisions of life will be much easier to make (not easy, but easier)! 

 

Jesus modelled this sense of priority: 

So the Jewish leaders began harassing Jesus for breaking the 

Sabbath rules. But Jesus replied, ―My Father is always working, 

and so am I.‖  So the Jewish leaders tried all the harder to find a 

way to kill him.  For he not only broke the Sabbath, he called God 

his Father, thereby making himself equal with God.  So Jesus 

explained, 

―I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself. He does 

only what he sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the 

Son also does.‖ 

- John 5:16-19 (NLT) 

Jesus had made his decision: the Father was number one.  So when 

there was conflict between the will of the Father and the religious 

leaders, he knew what to do.  He was not out to cause trouble.  He 

did not “have issues” with religious authority.  He simply knew who 

the ultimate master was.  He had a sense of priority: “Whatever the 

Father does, the Son also does.” 
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Similarly, when Jesus preached, he was not trying to draw a crowd 

by teaching something new or more appealing; he was passing on the 

message of the Father: 

Then, midway through the festival, Jesus went up to the Temple and 

began to teach. The people were surprised when they heard him. 

―How does he know so much when he hasn‘t been trained?‖ they 

asked. So Jesus told them, ―My message is not my own; it comes 

from God who sent me.‖ 

- John 7:14-16 (NLT) 

 

Deciding who is ultimately “number one” is arguably the most 

important decision you will ever make after deciding to believe in 

Jesus.  If you choose God, this will open the way to making other 

critical choices – choices that will keep you walking the most 

magnificent way! 
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24: Living with Eternity in View 

 

―Don‘t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and 

rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal.  Store 

your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and 

thieves do not break in and steal.  Wherever your treasure is, there 

the desires of your heart will also be. 

―Your eye is a lamp that provides light for your body. When your 

eye is good, your whole body is filled with light.  But when your 

eye is bad, your whole body is filled with darkness. And if the light 

you think you have is actually darkness, how deep that darkness 

is!‖ 

- Matthew 6:19-23 (NLT) 

 

If you are reading this book, it is because you are blessed with sight.  

You may need to wear glasses or contact lenses, but you can see! 

It is a delight to speak to people who have just received glasses for 

the first time.  “Everything is clear!”  “Colours are so much 

brighter!”  Many of them had lived with deteriorating eyesight; they 

had thought that they “could see just fine”, but now they could see 

properly! 

 

Many live life with poor “spiritual eyesight”.  The physical world is 

clearly in view, but the spiritual world is not.  The diary, planner or 

calendar is clearly in view, but eternity is not. 

Then we gain some revelation of the spiritual realm.  We become 

more aware of God‟s presence.  We begin to sense things that cannot 

be discerned with our physical senses.  We gain a sense of eternity, of 

“a life after this life”.  We gain a new perspective, where eternity 

makes this life seem but a moment!  We see life more clearly! 
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Jesus was speaking about eternal perspective.  Treasure in heaven, in 

eternity, is of ultimate value.  It does not degrade or devalue.  It 

cannot be stolen.  In stark contrast, treasure on earth is of very 

limited value.  It degrades, rusting and rotting.  It gets stolen.  Worst 

of all, “you can‟t take it with you” into eternity; when this life ends, 

it‟s gone! 

Sadly, many of us can‟t see that.  We‟re constantly told that we need 

more earthly possessions.  When we have “enough” (which is 

typically defined as more than what we have), and when this is 

“secured” (with locks, safes, passwords, walls and insurances), then 

life will be good.  If we believe this, we‟ve been blinded.  We think 

we can see, but we are actually desperately short-sighted – we can‟t 

see beyond this life!  This is a terrible place to be; as Jesus put it: 

―...if the light you think you have is actually darkness, how deep 

that darkness is!‖ 

 

This is a profound challenge for some of us.  We may need to hear it 

several times, because we keep getting bombarded with the opposite 

message.  The disciples had left home and work to follow Jesus and 

lived a simple lifestyle with him – and even they heard this message 

again: 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ―If any of you wants to be my 

follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, 

and follow me.  If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. 

But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it.  And what 

do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? 

Is anything worth more than your soul?‖ 

- Matthew 16:24-26 (NLT) 

Perhaps the years following Jesus had taken their toll; constantly on 

the move, popular one day and unpopular the next.  Perhaps Jesus‟ 

words about his impending death left them feeling insecure.  Were 

they going to die with him?  What would they do without him?  

Perhaps thoughts and conversations had turned to their previous 

lifestyles with stable home and family life.  Perhaps some were 
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wondering if they would have been wealthy by now had they not left 

it behind. 

Jesus had to remind them of eternity.  The eternal soul is far more 

significant that the mortal body!  Following Jesus does have a cost in 

this short life – but it brings reward in eternity that is beyond 

comparison! 

 

It is appropriate to end this book with a view of eternity.  The most 

magnificent way is so much more than a magnificent life on earth; it 

is a life that continues beyond physical death into a glorious eternity! 

When we have vision to see beyond this life into eternity, we have 

true perspective.  It‟s as if we‟ve had eye surgery and can see things 

we‟ve never seen before!  We see what is temporary as temporary 

and what is eternal as eternal!  We can discern what is of temporary 

value and what is of eternal value! 

This changes the way we “invest”.  Why devote our lives to things 

that won‟t last?  Is it not wiser to invest in what will last forever? 

This is not to say that we should become “so spiritually minded that 

we‟re no earthly good”.  It is wise to do things like educate our 

children, maintain our home and provide for our old age.  Please 

don‟t misunderstand this chapter as a call to be irresponsible!  But 

we need to keep things in eternal perspective.  A great question to ask 

when you are considering the true significance of something is, 

―How will this look from the vantage point of heaven?‖ 

 

Eternal perspective is true perspective.  Without it, we are 

nearsighted, even blind.  With it, we are equipped to see this life as it 

is – and live it magnificently – and to move into a surpassingly 

glorious eternity! 


