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PREFACE: THE MOST MAGNIFICENT WAY 

 

―I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.‖ 

- Jesus, John 10:10 (NIV) 

 

“Self-help” books abound – books that promise to reveal the “secrets 

of success” that we need, giving us the keys to personal wholeness, 

healthy marriage and family, business success… the list goes on.  

Many of these are very helpful, as they give us the opportunity to 

learn from those who have “gone ahead of us” and succeeded in that 

arena of life. 

 

This book looks at a man who lived and taught a way of life that was 

so inspiring, so vibrant and so compelling, that people from all walks 

of life completely abandoned their ways of living and embraced his.  

As these people lived out their magnificently transformed lives in 

community, a new faith-based culture emerged.  Initially called “The 

Way”, it spread across the known world like a wild fire. 

The man is Jesus Christ, and “The Way” later became known as 

“Christianity”. 

Sadly, in the eyes (and experience) of many today, Christianity is 

little more than a religion – a belief system with associated values, 

traditions and rules.  Many who call themselves “Christians” are not 

living inspiring, vibrant and compelling lives – they are trying to live 

good lives, but they are not living this most magnificent way. 

 

This book takes a fresh look at Jesus, at some of the magnificent 

ways of living that he taught and demonstrated.  As we do so, we will 

not only discover some magnificent new ways, we will be able to 

take steps to experience the incredible life that he came to bring us. 
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INTRODUCTION: A RADICAL TRANSFORMATION 

 

As we examine what Jesus said and did, it quickly becomes clear that 

he was not “just another rabbi” (Jewish teacher).  He did not present 

an “improved Judaism”.  He did not bring “additional wisdom”.  He 

presented something far more dramatic and profound – a completely 

transformed life. 

A prime example of this message is found in John‟s gospel, where 

we read of a meeting between Jesus and a prominent Jewish leader: 

There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who 

was a Pharisee. After dark one evening, he came to speak with 

Jesus. 

―Rabbi,‖ he said, ―we all know that God has sent you to teach us. 

Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.‖ 

Jesus replied, ―I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you 

cannot see the Kingdom of God.‖ 

―What do you mean?‖ exclaimed Nicodemus. ―How can an old 

man go back into his mother‘s womb and be born again?‖ 

Jesus replied, ―I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God 

without being born of water and the Spirit.  Humans can reproduce 

only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.  So 

don‘t be surprised when I say, ‗You must be born again.‘  The wind 

blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can‘t 

tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can‘t explain 

how people are born of the Spirit.‖ 

- John 3:1-8 (NLT) 

Nicodemus came to Jesus to learn from a gifted teacher.  He 

probably anticipated an interesting evening discussing the Jewish 

Law and its related traditions.  But Jesus turned the conversation on 

its head with this radical statement: 

―I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the 

Kingdom of God.‖ 



6 

This mystified Nicodemus; as far as he knew, people were only born 

once!  How could he be born again? 

Jesus explained: the required new birth is not a physical one, but a 

spiritual one.  The Spirit of God needs to bring about a spiritual 

birth.  It‟s a mysterious event, something beyond our human 

understanding, but it‟s an event that must take place in order for us to 

experience the transformed life that God has for us. 

The expression “born again” has been widely misunderstood and 

even used as a label for certain groups of Christians. But Jesus taught 

that this is what needs to happen to anyone if they want to experience 

the life he came to bring. 

 

The new birth brings about a new life and a new identity.  John 

explains it like this: 

―...to all who believed him [Jesus] and accepted him, he gave the 

right to become children of God.  They are reborn – not with a 

physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth 

that comes from God.‖ 

- John 1:12-13 (NLT) 

This spiritual rebirth begins a new life with the new identity of “child 

of God”.  One could say that our “spiritual genetics” change, as 

something of the life of God is imparted to us.  A brand new life 

begins, with “God-genes” infused with ours.  This inner change soon 

begins to show outwardly – because as God‟s children, we grow up 

to look like our Heavenly Father. 

 

What Jesus offers us is not a better religion, a better philosophy 

or a better set of rules – he offers us a brand new beginning and 

a brand new life! 

In view of this, we dare not come to Jesus with moderate 

expectations – such as seeking to learn some new ideas that will 

“improve” our lives.  We need to come with wide-open hearts and 

minds, seeking the way to a new, radically transformed life! 
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As you explore the magnificent way of Jesus, you may sometimes 

feel a little like Nicodemus did.  Some things Jesus will present to 

you may sound too different, too radical... even impossible.  This is 

because this magnificent way is only possible when we experience 

the new birth that Jesus offers us – and then embrace the new life that 

he makes possible for us. 

If you have yet to experience the miracle of “spiritual rebirth”, know 

that it is available to you – as John put it, “...to all who believed him 

and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

For some readers, today may be the very day that you choose to stop 

doubting, to believe in Jesus, and to receive his gift of new life.  For 

others, this book may give you a clearer view of Jesus, so that you 

can put your faith in him.  For others, this will be the time when you 

make a decision to live out the magnificent new life that Jesus has 

made possible for you. 

 

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, open your heart and mind 

as you read on – and allow Jesus to inspire you to live a life that is 

truly magnificent!
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GOD: “UP CLOSE AND 
PERSONAL” 

 

 

 

The Most Magnificent Way begins  

with a magnificent relationship  

with a magnificent God.   
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1:  God is With Us 

 

John's gospel begins with some mind-bending statements: 

In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 

...The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life 

brought light to everyone. 

...the Word became human and made his home among us. He was 

full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, 

the glory of the Father‘s one and only Son. 

 - John 1:1, 4, 14 (NLT) 

Matthew‟s gospel recalls this prophecy of Isaiah, proclaimed some 

700 years before Jesus‟ birth: 

All of this occurred to fulfil the Lord‘s message through his 

prophet:  ―Look!  The virgin will conceive a child!  She will give 

birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‗God 

is with us.‘‖ 

 - Matthew 1:22-23 (NLT) 

 

The theological term for this outrageous act of God is “incarnation” 

– God taking on flesh.  Somehow, God entered our world “in the 

flesh”, taking on human flesh and blood.  The invisible and 

intangible became visible and tangible. 

God came to live with man! 

Some struggle with the thought of God wanting to relate to us 

personally.  We see him as “God out there somewhere”, or “the man 

upstairs”, distant and impersonal.  God is surely too big, too glorious 

and too holy to possibly want to get “up close and personal” with us. 

But he did. 
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And this was not a “once-off event” that one group of people at one 

time experienced.  Jesus did not ascend into heaven thinking “Phew, 

at last that‘s over... I‟ve had enough of being with humans for all 

eternity!”  Matthew records these parting words of Jesus: 

―...be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.‖ 

- Matthew 28:20 (NLT) 

John records Jesus praying for future believers before going to the 

cross: 

―My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 

believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, 

Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in 

us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.‖ 

- John 17:20-21 (NIV) 

It is God‟s desire to be “God with us”.  He does not want to be “God 

with them” (with a select few), but “God with all of us” – including 

you and I!  God wants to be present and actively engaged in our 

lives.  ―The most magnificent way‖ is a life lived in personal 

relationship with God himself.  No wonder it‟s magnificent!! 

 

Have you ever wondered why Jesus lived 30 obscure years as a 

carpenter‟s son before beginning his famous “public ministry”?  In 

the book of Hebrews, we find a profound reason: 

So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered 

heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. 

This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced 

all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. So let us come 

boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his 

mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most. 

- Hebrews 4:14-16 (NLT) 
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Jesus lived an “ordinary human life” so that he can fully identify 

with how it feels to be human.  You could say that he “walked in our 

shoes”.  So when life gets tough and we cry out for help, we don‟t 

have to explain our stresses to God – he understands! 

 

When we realise that God wants to be with us this much, we 

approach him differently.  We know that we matter to him, so we 

don‟t have to beg for his attention, or follow rituals to earn his 

attention – he wants to enjoy our company!  So we pray with greater 

confidence and freedom, knowing that he wants to hear from us. 

When we realise that God has “walked in our shoes”, we realise that 

we can come to him with complete honesty.  We present our 

struggles to him knowing that he completely understands them.  We 

also present them to him with faith, because he has won these same 

battles – he knows how to win our battles! 

When we realise that God wants to be with us, we also gain a greater 

self-image.  If we matter to God this much, that surely makes us 

significant!  People may devalue us and reject us, but God wants a 

relationship with us!  If you feel unworthy or undeserving, consider 

this: he came to earth before we did anything to „earn‟ his visit; this 

was all his idea!  So we can “walk with our heads held high” – God 

has declared us significant! 

 

God wants to be with you!  Embrace, explore and enjoy the 

relationship!  And walk with your head high, for you are highly 

valued by God! 
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2:  God is Father 

 

―...to all who believed him [Jesus] and accepted him, he gave the 

right to become children of God.  They are reborn – not with a 

physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth 

that comes from God.‖ 

- John 1:12-13 (NLT) 

―When you pray, don‘t babble on and on as people of other 

religions do... Don‘t be like them, for your Father knows exactly 

what you need even before you ask him!‖ 

- Matthew 6:7-8 (NLT) 

 

Different people view God in many different ways.  Some definitions 

are: „the creator of the universe‟, „a being of ultimate Oneness with 

infinite expressions‟, „higher consciousness‟, „enlightenment‟, even 

„the unknowable one‟. 

Jesus presented him as Father. 

“Father” is a powerful relational word!  Not only does God choose to 

be in a relationship with us, he chooses a father-child relationship. 

The parable of the lost son is a powerful portrayal of God the Father: 

Jesus told them this story: ―A man had two sons.  The younger son 

told his father, ‗I want my share of your estate now before you die.‘ 

So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons. 

―A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and 

moved to a distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild 

living.  About the time his money ran out, a great famine swept 

over the land, and he began to starve.  He persuaded a local 

farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the 

pigs.  The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was 

feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything. 
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―When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‗At home 

even the hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am 

dying of hunger!  I will go home to my father and say, ―Father, I 

have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer 

worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired 

servant.‖‘ 

―So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long 

way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and 

compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him.  His 

son said to him, ‗Father, I have sinned against both heaven and 

you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.‘ 

―But his father said to the servants, ‗Quick! Bring the finest robe in 

the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals 

for his feet.  And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must 

celebrate with a feast, for this son of mine was dead and has now 

returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.‘ So the party 

began. 

―Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he 

returned home, he heard music and dancing in the house, and he 

asked one of the servants what was going on.  ‗Your brother is 

back,‘ he was told, ‗and your father has killed the fattened calf. We 

are celebrating because of his safe return.‘ ―The older brother was 

angry and wouldn‘t go in. His father came out and begged him, but 

he replied, ‗All these years I‘ve slaved for you and never once 

refused to do a single thing you told me to. And in all that time you 

never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends.  Yet 

when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money 

on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the fattened calf!‘ 

―His father said to him, ‗Look, dear son, you have always stayed 

by me, and everything I have is yours.  We had to celebrate this 

happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to life! 

He was lost, but now he is found!‘‖ 

 - Luke 15:11-32 (NLT) 
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In this story, Jesus presents a vivid picture of a gracious, loving 

father – and of two sons who failed to appreciate and enjoy him.  The 

elder son saw the father as a mean task-master and withdrew from 

him inwardly/relationally, even though he remained physically 

present.  The younger son saw a truly good man, but he only cared 

about himself.  He withdrew outwardly, treating his father with 

shocking disrespect (in their culture) by effectively disowning him 

and choosing to live his life his way. 

Yet, in spite of everything that the sons did, the father responded to 

them both with a love that covered over their every sin – and there 

were many!  God is a father who loves us that much. 

 

Relating to God as our father takes the relationship to the ultimate 

level.  The elder son had a “functional” relationship and the younger 

son returned hoping to have a “servant-master” relationship.  But 

God is not satisfied with anything less than a father-child 

relationship with us! 

If you do not have a great relationship with your earthly father, 

calling God “Father” may not have great connotations.  This is where 

this parable is so helpful, because Jesus describes what our Heavenly 

Father is actually like: 

- He longs for us when we wander away from him, eagerly awaiting 

our return – even when we have insulted him grievously. 

- His heart towards us is full of love and compassion – even when we 

have sinned against him in terrible ways. 

- He hugs and kisses us and throws a party when we return to him – 

even when we return in deepest shame. 

- He restores us completely – even restoring what we have 

deliberately thrown away. 

- He generously shares his resources with us. 
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When we know God as Father, we can live with an unshakable sense 

of security in the relationship.  Even when we are terrible children, 

he remains a wonderful father!  So we can always approach him with 

confidence – even when we‟ve done badly. 

 

Let this thought become yours: 

If I am a child of God – if God is my Heavenly Father – then my life 

will surely become magnificent! 
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3:  God is Inside 

 

...―I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who 

will ever believe in me through their message.  I pray that they will 

all be one, just as you and I are one – as you are in me, Father, and 

I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe 

you sent me. I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may 

be one as we are one.  I am in them and you are in me. May they 

experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent 

me and that you love them as much as you love me. 

- John 17:20-23 (NLT) 

 

“I am in them and you are in me.”  If the thought of the “incarnation” 

(God somehow taking on human flesh) is amazing, then the thought 

of Jesus‟ “indwelling” (Jesus himself somehow being within us) is 

truly awesome!  It sounds too good to be true! 

Yet this is exactly what he wants to do!  This is why we can live 

inspiring, vibrant and compelling lives!  When Jesus gets to work 

within us, we are transformed!  The magnificent becomes possible! 

 

Many people have been deeply inspired by the words and deeds of 

Jesus.  Many of these people have then tried to follow his example – 

but sadly, they fell far short.  You may be one of them.  You may 

have been deeply disappointed with yourself and with others as you 

– and they – “fell short of the mark”.  We fall short because we don‟t 

“have what it takes” in ourselves.  We need Jesus to work within us!  

When he is within, then we do “have what it takes” – Jesus! 

 

This is a magnificent truth to embrace theologically, but we need to 

live it out practically for our lives to be transformed.  We have to 

learn to co-operate with Jesus working within us.  If Jesus is to work 

within us, we need to learn to “give him room to move”. 
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Perhaps the adjustment of marriage will be a helpful illustration: 

When we are single, we can make all of our decisions ourselves – we 

are autonomous individuals.  When we marry, we now have a second 

person to consider – a person who will inevitably have some 

different opinions, preferences and ways of doing things.  If we want 

to live in happy unity, we have to learn to recognise and work with 

those differences.  We have to learn to make decisions together, 

because we are no longer two singles, but one couple.  My dreams 

and desires need to give way to our dreams and desires.  My plans 

and decisions need to become our plans and decisions. 

For some people, this is a very difficult adjustment to make – they 

love their individuality and autonomy (“It‟s my life to live my way”).  

Typical results are conflict (if the other also loves their individuality) 

or control (if the other tends to give way).  These are not happy 

places to live!  When they make the adjustment, couples find their 

way to unity and happy marriage. 

 

If we want to enjoy Jesus‘ work within us, we need to surrender our 

autonomy.  It is no longer “my life to live my way” – we need to 

learn his ways and learn to live in unity with him. 

For example, when we are making a significant decision, we need to 

pause and ask Jesus, “What do you think?”  When dreaming and 

planning for the future, we need to “insert listening pauses” in our 

thinking process to allow a different thought from Jesus to enter, and 

possibly change, our minds. 

 

“Hearing” Jesus can be difficult.  Few people experience hearing 

Jesus with their physical sense of hearing; most of us “hear him” in 

our minds and in the mysterious inner place we call our spirits.  He 

puts new thoughts into our minds.  He stirs new convictions deep 

within us.  He may give us striking dreams or sudden visions.  For 

many, he speaks by “highlighting” a part of the Bible – as we read it, 

something inside us stirs, and we know that God has just spoken. 
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For some of us, our minds are very busy, so we need to “hear Jesus 

above the noise of our own thoughts”.  It can be hard to tell if that 

last idea was a “God-thought” or a “me-thought”.  This is a journey 

of discovery – and of learning from our successes and failures.  It can 

be daunting at first, but we can set out on this faith journey with 

confidence when we remember that God is our Heavenly Father! 

 

The most practical way to get to know how Jesus thinks and wants to 

work is to read what he said and did as we find recorded in the 

gospels.  It‟s similar to sitting with your spouse and listening to them 

as they tell you what they think about things.  Take time out to sit 

quietly on your own, and read your way through the gospels.  Make 

it “quality time with Jesus”, getting away from things that distract 

you.  As we read Jesus‟ words and observe Jesus‟ ways, we get to 

know him better, and it becomes easier for us to recognise where he 

thinks differently.  Then, when we pause in our thinking and 

dreaming to listen for Jesus‟ voice within, we are more likely to 

“hear” him on the matter. 

 

“I am in them and you are in me.”  This profound miracle of Jesus 

working within us releases the life and power of God in us and 

enables us to live magnificent lives.  The more we learn the graceful 

art of co-operating with Jesus‟ work in us, the more magnificent our 

lives will be! 
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4:  Humility – Knowing our Place 

 

About that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is 

greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?" Jesus called a little child to 

him and put the child among them. Then he said, "I tell you the 

truth, unless you turn from your sins and become like little 

children, you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven.  So 

anyone who becomes as humble as this little child is the greatest in 

the Kingdom of Heaven. 

- Matthew 18:1-4 (NLT) 

 

Have you ever wondered what it must have been like to walk with 

Jesus as one of the twelve disciples?  They wrote very little about 

their personal feelings, so we have to use some imagination, “putting 

ourselves in their shoes” (or sandals!).  We do know from Mark‟s 

gospel that at one stage they argued amongst themselves about who 

was the greatest disciple (see Mark 9:34). 

Perhaps by this stage, the disciples had begun to enjoy some of the 

“glory” of being part of Jesus‟ closest group.  Perhaps they had 

begun waving back at the adoring fans – and receiving some of their 

cheers as praise for themselves instead of Jesus.  Perhaps they had 

started seeing themselves as the “A-team” behind Jesus.  Certainly 

status had crept into their thinking, because their question was about 

status: “Who is greatest?” 

 

The last chapters have explored something of the privileged position 

that God gives to those who believe in Jesus.  It is position where he 

is involved in our personal lives.  It is a position where we enjoy 

relationship, rights and privileges as God‟s children.  It is a position 

where we enjoy supernatural empowerment as he works within us.  

We are declared precious and significant. 
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This puts us at risk of falling into the same trap as the disciples did.  

As we embrace our privileged position, our sense of worth and our 

confidence grows.  It is right that it should.  The danger, though, is 

that our God-based confidence can turn inward and become self-

confidence.  If we lose sight of the reality that all of this is from God 

and not us, we can develop an over-exalted view of ourselves.  We 

can become proud. 

When pride enters our hearts and minds, all manner of things go 

wrong: 

- As we “exalt ourselves”, we inevitably “put others down”, because 

we set ourselves above them. 

- As we seek status and position, we become ambitious – perhaps 

even seeking to “be the greatest”. 

- Comparison, jealousy and competition undermine our relationships 

and we begin to view other people as competitors and obstacles 

instead of as partners. 

- The most dangerous risk is that we can begin to imagine that we 

“have what it takes” in ourselves – or think that we are “at the top 

of the pile”.  When this happens, we revert to autonomous thinking 

and living and stop listening to other opinions, because we believe 

that “my way is the right way”. 

 

It is vital that we embrace the incredible gifts God gives; but as we 

do so, it is also vital that we never forget that this is all a gift from 

God and a work of God.  All we did was to believe, receive and co-

operate with him!  We are at best shining trophies of the grace of 

God – all glory is his! 

As we learn to live the magnificent life that Jesus offers, we need to 

regularly “do a humility check”.  People may praise us for the way 

we are now living.  People may point out that we are doing better 

than some others in some way.  People may ask us to teach them the 

keys to “our success”.  We need to constantly check our hearts – are 

we taking the credit for what Jesus is doing in us?  Are we beginning 

to think that “we have what it takes” in ourselves? 
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When we remember that it is Jesus who is doing the good work in us, 

we stay humble.  We are also then well positioned to glorify him; 

when people compliment us, we can testify to the transforming work 

of Jesus in us! 

 

Humility is a beautiful thing.  It protects us from all manner of harm 

and it glorifies Jesus.  Let‟s embrace this magnificent way! 
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5:  Prayer – Building the Relationship 

 

Relationships are fuelled by good communication – particularly 

conversation.  Close friendships are usually developed as people 

spend time together and move beyond the superficial “chat” to the 

personally revealing “DMC” (deep, meaningful conversation).  The 

more we reveal and the more closely we listen, the more intimate the 

relationship becomes. 

If we want to grow in relationship with God, we also need to 

communicate – we need to pray.  Although some people see prayer 

as a religious ritual, prayer was never intended to be that.  Jesus 

clearly opposed the ritual view of prayer and instead presented 

prayer as time in conversation with your Heavenly Father.  Here is a 

lesson on prayer recorded by Matthew: 

 

―When you pray, don‘t be like the hypocrites who love to pray 

publicly on street corners and in the synagogues where everyone 

can see them. I tell you the truth, that is all the reward they will 

ever get.  But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door 

behind you, and pray to your Father in private. Then your Father, 

who sees everything, will reward you. 

―When you pray, don‘t babble on and on as people of other 

religions do. They think their prayers are answered merely by 

repeating their words again and again.  Don‘t be like them, for 

your Father knows exactly what you need even before you ask him!  

Pray like this: 

―Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. May your 

Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in 

heaven. Give us today the food we need, and forgive us our sins, as 

we have forgiven those who sin against us. And don‘t let us yield to 

temptation, but rescue us from the evil one.‖ 

- Matthew 6:5-13 (NLT) 
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Jesus first addresses our motive for prayer:  Don‟t pray in order to be 

known by others as a person of prayer (recognition); pray in order to 

know your Heavenly Father better (relationship). 

Then, Jesus addresses our method of prayer:  Don‟t pray with a ritual 

or a system (such as repetition); pray with the simple honesty of a 

child chatting to their attentive father. 

As you read this, you may be thinking, “but what about „The Lord‟s 

Prayer‟ – have we not just read a ritual prayer that Jesus taught?”  

Sadly, it is a ritual prayer to some, but when we look at the context of 

the prayer, Jesus had just rebuked those who prayed as a religious 

ritual!  What Jesus did at that moment was teach the people how to 

pray – he said “pray like this”.  The “Lord‟s Prayer” is a magnificent 

lesson in helpful prayer – so much more than a ritual prayer to recite! 

 

Here are some lessons on prayer we can learn from Jesus‟ “how to” 

prayer: 

Start by remembering who you are speaking to – “our Father in 

heaven.”  As you remember “Father”, you should gain confidence to 

speak freely.  As you remember “in heaven”, reverence and worship 

should follow (“may your name be kept holy”). 

Prayer must surely start with God – he is by far the superior in the 

relationship – so we start with who he is and what he is about.  We 

place ourselves in submission to his superior authority, wisdom and 

will. (“May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven.”) 

As we settle into conversation with God, the subject then turns to us 

– how are we doing?  Remember, we are talking to our Father; he 

cares for us deeply!  So we present our needs to him.  (“Give us 

today the food we need, and forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven 

those who sin against us. And don‟t let us yield to temptation, but 

rescue us from the evil one.”) 
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Prayer can be difficult at times.  Sometimes God feels distant – it can 

feel like we are pursuing a “long-distance relationship”!  Prayer can 

also get difficult when we have asked our Father for something, but 

(from our viewpoint) “nothing has happened”.  Or perhaps we have 

asked a big question, but we have received no answer.  Here is Jesus‟ 

counsel to us as we struggle: 

―Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on 

seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be 

opened to you.  For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who 

seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.  

―You parents—if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give 

them a stone instead?  Or if they ask for a fish, do you give them a 

snake? Of course not!  So if you sinful people know how to give 

good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly 

Father give good gifts to those who ask him." 

- Matthew 7:7-11 (NLT) 

Firstly, Jesus teaches us to persist.  “Keep on asking, keep on seeking 

and keep on knocking.”  It is humbling, but important to realise that 

God does not keep time around us.  We are very important, but we 

are not the “centre of the universe”!  There is a “greater scheme of 

things” that we are often ignorant about.  There are reasons for 

delays and disappointments that are not always ours to know.  

Sometimes we just need to be patient and persistent. 

It may be helpful to see an example of this – here is one recorded by 

a prophet named Daniel.  Daniel had prayed fervently to God about a 

matter, but for some time, he saw and heard nothing in response.  

After three weeks, an angel appeared to him and explained what had 

happened unbeknown to him: 

Then he said, ―Don‘t be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day you 

began to pray for understanding and to humble yourself before 

your God, your request has been heard in heaven. I have come in 

answer to your prayer. But for twenty-one days the spirit prince of 

the kingdom of Persia blocked my way. Then Michael, one of the 

archangels, came to help me, and I left him there with the spirit 

prince of the kingdom of Persia.  Now I am here to explain what 
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will happen to your people in the future, for this vision concerns a 

time yet to come.‖ 

- Daniel 10:12-14 (NLT) 

The angel explained that the delay had nothing to do with Daniel – 

there had been a conflict in the unseen spiritual realms that he could 

neither see, nor fully understand. 

There is more to this world than what our physical senses can detect.  

There are things we can‟t see, hear or understand.  The good news is 

that we don‟t have to!  All we have to do is be persistent and patient! 

 

Secondly, Jesus reminds us that our Heavenly Father gives good 

gifts, not bad ones.  Sometimes we are like a child who wants 

something that is not actually good for them.  We need to trust our 

Heavenly Father when he doesn‟t give us something we ask for – our 

Dad knows best! 

 

If you find prayer difficult, you are in good company!  Many godly 

people, including church leaders, admit that their prayer experience 

is not what it could be.  We are engaging with our Father, but he is 

spirit, not flesh!  This is very different from our interactions with 

people!  We cannot engage with him using our physical senses as we 

can with other people.  We need to learn to engage our spirit with his 

before we can feel a sense of intimacy. 

Don‟t be discouraged.  Remember, your Heavenly Father is for you 

and wants your company – even if you don‟t communicate that well!  

Perhaps this is the first opportunity to take Jesus‟ counsel and persist!  

Keep knocking!  The company of your Heavenly Father is the most 

rewarding company you could ever experience! 
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Other Books by Alan: 

 

A Walking Theology (ISBN: 978-0-620-63603-2) 

This book presents an easy-to-read series of views of God by 

observing Jesus through the eyes of his disciples (as recorded 

in the Gospels). 

The disciples‟ walk with Jesus developed within them such a 

spectacular view of God that they established an exploding 

church that has changed the world in spite of massive 

opposition. As we “walk with the disciples” and observe Jesus, 

we will begin to “see” God better. This will surely transform our 

faith and our lives! 

 

Discipling in Community (ISBN: 978-0-620-64644-4) 

“Discipling” and “Community” are two well-worn words in 

church circles – and for good reasons! When we are effective 

in discipling and when we live in authentic community, we are 

ideally positioned to experience glorious life-transformation 

and to have a significant impact on our neighbourhoods. 

Small groups present an ideal environment for both discipling 

and community – for “discipling in community”. This book is 

written to help small groups become more effective “discipling 

communities”. 

 

Alan‟s books are available on Amazon (Kindle, print-ondemand), 

Lulu.com (ePub), iBooks and Nook. 
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